
Ornamental grasses accent a garden any time of year, but they might just be at their most imposing in the doldrums of winter.  When there is little on view, ornamental grasses provide structure, texture, and drama to the landscape.  Now is the time to check out your yard to see where you might want to put these grasses for next year.  Below are a few of the best ornamental grasses/grass-like plants for winter interest.  Many also attracting birds to your winter garden by providing shelter and food. Grasses listed are hardy through Zone 9.
Acorus calamus, Sweet Flag: Though not a true grass, Sweet Flag is a native North American perennial, grown for its grass-like foliage.  Varieties can range from a low growing clump to 6 feet tall. 

Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ , Feather Reed Grass: Calamagrosits is one of the most ornamental of the grasses.  In addition to Karl Foerster, the variegated ‘Overdam’ is a good winter selection.

Cortaderia selloana 'Pumila', Pampas Grass (pictured above): This beauty's 6-foot-tall blooms coincide with those of Perovskia and Rudbeckia for a lovely contrast of texture, height, and color.

Imperata cylindrica 'Rubra', Blood Grass: Japanese blood grass forms loose clumps up to 16 inches tall, with deep red leaves. The fluffy, white seed heads appear in late summer. 

Hystrix patula, Bottlebrush Grass: A North American Native, Bottlebrush Grass is a good choice for dry shade. The seed heads on this woodland grass really do look like bottle brushes, reaching a height of 3'-5'. 

Miscanthus sinensis ‘Silberfeder’ , Silver Feather Maiden Grass: Maiden Grass is graceful and delicate with large, showy flower heads. They seem to shimmer when hit by back lighting
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