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October is the best time to plant trees, shrubs and cool season lawns like tall fescue.  Our soils usually do not freeze in this area which allows for root growth all winter long.  By summer our Fescue lawns and plants are much more likely to tolerate dry conditions versus having been planted in the spring.  Remember if you are reseeding Fescue into an existing lawn do not exceed 5 lbs. of seed per 1000 square feet.  With new lawns you can go up to 8 lbs. of Fescue seed per thousand square feet.  The point here is if you plant it too thick it will grow in too densely and next summer you will have less air movement through the grass and more disease problems.
· Fall chrysanthemums add color and texture to the fall garden.  Other fall annuals to try are ornamental cabbage, kale or colorful Swiss chard.
· The best time to plant pansies is generally from October 15 to November 15.
· Move, divide, and plant irises and daylilies. Arrange for swaps with friends and neighbors.

· When planting bulbs, if you’re not sure which end is the top, plant it on its side.  The stem will always grow upright.

· As you clean out the flowerbeds, mark the spots where late starting perennials will come up next spring to avoid damaging them.

· Renew mulch in flowerbeds for a fresh look. Mulch should be 2 to 4 inches deep.

· Cover your tender garden and flower plants on the first nights of frost. Often if tender plants are protected from early frosts, they will continue to bloom or bear fruit for several more weeks.

· Houseplants that have been outside all summer should be allowed to make a fairly slow transition to indoor conditions. Quick changes in environments often result in yellowed foliage and leaf drop. To avoid injury, bring plants indoors before temperatures dip below 55 degrees F. Be sure to check for insect pests before you move your plants; a light washing removes insects.

Yellow jackets and hornets are more active this month.  They often like to show up at football tailgate parties for a sip of your soda or adult beverage.  If you see them in your home landscape you will often find yellow jackets like to nest in the ground, rotten logs and mulched areas and hornets nest mostly in trees.    The insecticide Sevin is deadly on yellow jackets and hornets. Just apply it in and around the yellow jacket nests in the evening once most have returned to their nests. For a faster knockdown pyrethroid insecticides (permethrin, resmethrin, and others) are available in aerosols, some of which produce a jet stream so you can stay a safe distance away. Aim at the nest opening in trees, bushes, ground cracks and crevices.  Don’t make any sudden movements, if possible, as this will alert them to your location. As always, when using any chemical pesticides - read and follow all label directions.
