Phone’s Ringing – I Wonder Who it is?

May 8, 2003

The Extension Service phones begin to heat up at this time of the year.  Here are a few questions we are getting.  Perhaps the answers will help you too.
What is tunneling around and chewing on my plant?  We have two main varmints that tunnel in lawns and landscapes.  Moles make prominent tunnel about two to three inches across.  They seem to be mainly in lawns but can also be seen elsewhere.  Moles eat insects, not plants and are mainly a problem because of their tunneling in lawns.

Voles make less prominent tunnels.  They feed on plants and are probably more common in beds and wooded or natural areas.  They feed on the stem on woody plants and some softer plants like hosta.  The first evidence you see of them may be a dying or missing plant or a plant that wiggles when you shake it.  Voles leave very fine teeth marks and can chew roots killing or severely injuring the plant
Controlling voles can be difficult.  Try trapping them. Find a tunnel, if possible.  They often lead to grown up areas where the little criminals hide.  Dig up a hole there, leaving it open.  Set a baited mouse trap and put it near the opening.  Set a box upside down over hole and trap.  This keeps the birds out.  Cut a V notch in the part of the box touching the ground so the voles can get in and out.  They will feed and get trapped.

What do you use for bait?  Make a paste of oatmeal and water.  Put this paste on the bait holder of a mouse trap.  Let it dry.  This hard ball will be the bait.

Other control measures include tilling the area, removing the mulch and getting a hungry cat.  The cat may be the best control, but it needs to be a hunter and you often cannot tell that when you get one.

Why do my oak tree(s leaves have raised yellow or brown spots on them?  They are falling off.  Will they die?  Oak leaf blister is a very common fungus disease on oak trees.  The spots begin as yellow spots.  These spots in the leaf grow so as to make a raised area on the leaf. The spot will afterwards turn brown.  The leaf may drop off.

This is not generally a serious disease.  Oak trees have survived it for years.  A healthy tree can withstand the loss of almost all its leaves and continue to survive.  Spraying is not feasible since you must cover all leaves with the fungicide and spray repeatedly every few weeks.  Ignore the disease.  You may want to rake up and discard the dead leaves.  Do not put them in the compost pile.  This may slow the disease(s spread but it is not necessary.

My tree was damaged in the recent storm.  Can we save it?  This can be a complex question.  I would suggest that you get a copy of our brochure Storm Damaged Trees.  Call or email for a copy or see it on the web.  Go to http://www.forestry.uga.edu/warnell/service/ and search for the publication by name.
There are several principles you can follow.  It is probably best to remove the tree if any one of the following is true:  A large tree is leaning and the roots are broken, more than 50% of the live crown of a hardwood tree is gone, a pine is leaning or bent or has lost more than 30% of the live crown, branch damage has left most (more than 70%) of the crown on one side of the tree, the tree is split and is a hazard to fall and finally if more than 30% of the circumference of the tree has bark injury. 

This may be confusing to you.  You can read the publication or call me if you like and I will talk to you about the tree.  The Georgia Forestry Commission is another source of information.  Contact them at 987-1971.  You can also hire an arborist to evaluate the tree.  We have a list of International Society of Arboriculture certified arborists in our office or see their website at http://www.isa-arbor.com/arborists/arbsearch.html
