Week of August 13, 2000


Nursing Your Flowers Through the Summer


Willie Chance

A Gallup Poll asked people to rate different professions based on public perception of their honesty and ethics.  Nurses came in number one.  They were followed by pharmacists, veterinarians, medical doctors and kindergarten through twelfth grade teachers.  (See the rest of 

the poll at www.gallop.com/poll/releases/pr991116.asp.)

Notice how many of these had to do with health care.  We want good care for us and our family when ill.  We also appreciate those who nurse us back to health.

Your annual flowers have probably suffered from the hard summer weather.  Do they look sick and bedraggled?  Nurse them back to health.  They will show their appreciation with better flowers this fall. 

If annual flowers are looking bad, cut them back to half their height.  Re-mulch, water and fertilize them to improve recovery.  Use 10 lb. per 1000 square feet of 10-10-10, 8-8-8 or 

12-4-8 or 6 lb. of 16-4-8.  Try not to get fertilizer on the leaves and water it in after you fertilize.

Fertilize perennials again and add mulch if needed.

Prune spreading perennials lightly, removing the dead and the tips of long scraggly branches.  Healthy green growth can be rooted.  Take cuttings three to four inches long.  Strip the leaves off the lower half.  Stick the bottom half in moist sand or well-drained potting soil.  Keep the cutting moist but not wet.  Call for more details.

Some plants root by layering.  Take a branch and remove the leaves from a short section.  Bury this part of the new growth with the tip exposed.  Secure this to the ground.  After the roots form, cut the plant off and pot it up for awhile.  Then plant it where you want it.  You can layer verbena, ivy, pachysandra, daphne and climbing roses.  

Many perennials reseed well.  Usually it is best to sow the seeds immediately in a well drained, sterile potting soil.  For details on propagating your particular perennial - E-mail or call me.

Divide and transplant bearded iris now.  Cut off the old center part of the rhizome (the large swollen root) and just plant the newer portion.  This should help get rid of diseases and insects.  Cut the leaves back to about eight inches. 

You may see iris borers (a green worm) boring into the rhizomes or feeding in the soil.  Kill them and break off and destroy infested rhizomes.

Watch lantana for lacebugs.  These pests make the leaves speckled and leave a few dark tarry spots on the underside of the leaf.  They can also reduce flowering.  Treat them with Orthene or liquid Sevin.  It may take several treatments to kill the little brown bugs.

Prune big leaf and French hydrangeas just after bloom.  First cut out the dead branches.  Remove old stems that are not blooming well.  Remove old flowers, if you want to.  You can let them dry on the plant but they may get unsightly.  Thin out the remaining growth, removing entire branches so the plant keeps its shape but is less thick.

The late summer garden can be colorful - with care.  For more information E-mail me at wchance@uga.edu or call us.  Our number is listed under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

