Week of February 27, 2000


Not All Oatmeal Is Created Equal


Willie Chance
I had oatmeal for breakfast the other morning.  It had been quite a while since I had.  It was not bad, but you must remember that when I say ‘oatmeal’ I usually put the word ‘cookie’ right behind it.  I love sweets.  I learned that ‘oatmeal’ and ‘oatmeal cookies’ are really nothing alike.  In other words, not all oatmeal is created equal.

It is the same with shrubs and trees in our lawn.  For instance, when is a crape myrtle not a crape myrtle - when it is a disease resistant crape myrtle.  Have you ever noticed that some crape myrtles get a powdery mildew on the leaves, stems and flowers?  It twists the leaves and can damage flowers.

You can spray to prevent this disease, but why not just plant a resistant variety?  These do not get the disease as often.  A few examples include Lipan, Tonto and Sioux.  There are many others, too.  Call for a list.

Have you ever noticed the leafspot disease that gets on red tips?  Well, it also gets on India Hawthorne.  The red-purple spots can be numerous and can even make the leaves fall off.  Once again, why spray when you can just plant a resistant variety?  Examples include Georgia Petite, Georgia Charm and Eleanor Tabor.  We have a more complete list in our office.

Not all azaleas are equally affected by insects.  Some can resist attacks by lace bugs.  Others may be more or less susceptible to disease.

Before you buy and plant this spring, consider insect and disease tolerance of your shrubs.  Some plants are known to be ‘pest’ prone.  You may want to avoid them.  Examples of these shrubs and the pests that love them include gardening and whiteflies, euonymus and scale insects, roses and black spot and dogwoods and borers.

What can you do to avoid problems?  Plant resistant varieties when available.  Plant other shrubs, if necessary.  Carefully select the site where you will be putting the plant.  A healthy plant put in a poor site can be a problem.

Dig a very wide planting hole and pull apart the root ball so roots will grow but into the surrounding ground.  Then plant the shrub or tree at exactly the same level it originally grew at and mulch around it with a two to three inch layer of mulch.

This is also true of fruits.  Certain ones, like peach and apple, may require a regular spray schedule to do well here.  On the other hand, blueberries, muscadine and Oriental persimmon are relatively pest free.  Only plant varieties recommended for our area.  Some fruits require a pollinator - call for a list.

Not all plants are created equal, so do a little research before you plant.  This could save you much trouble later on.  For a recommended plant list for middle Georgia contact the Houston County Extension Service.  Our E-mail is uge2153b@arches.uga.edu and our web is

http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston or look us up in the phone directory under Houston County government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

