October 28, 2004
How do I control mushrooms in my lawn? Mushrooms are the reproductive structures of a fungus. These fungi grow underground and decompose organic matter. They decay plant material turning it into organic matter that improves the soil and adds plant nutrients to the soil. They are God’s recycling program.
The mushrooms are the fruiting structures of the fungus. The mushrooms contain spores which reproduce the fungus.

The fungus is not generally hurting anything. I would try to ignore the mushrooms. There is no way to stop them from coming up. You can knock them over or pick them if you like. Wash your hands afterwards since some are poisonous.

It looks like I have a mushroom coming out of my tree. What should I do? These fungi can also rot the interior of trees. This can be a serious problem since this weakens the tree. The tree can get weak enough to fall.
There is no cure for this type thing once it gets into the tree. Trees do not have a system of veins and arteries like we do to take medicines to all the parts of the tree. Once the tree is infected, we do not have an effective method of removing the fungus. We suggest that you prevent problems like this in the future by maintaining good tree health, not damaging the tree and not digging around the tree.
You probably need to evaluate how bad the damage is. Does the tree need to be removed? You can hire a certified arborist. See this site to find a local certified arborist. Go to www.isa-arbor.com/home.asp and click on ‘Find a Certified Arborist’. You can also hire a tree service to evaluate these trees. Contact us for an article on how to select a tree service.
Can I prune my trees and shrubs now? Now is not the best time to prune. In fact, it is one of the worst times to do much pruning. Pruning and fertilization can encourage new growth. New growth may be too tender to survive the cold. Begin pruning again in January. Prune spring flowering shrubs after they bloom through mid-July. Spring flowering shrubs are generally those that bloom before May 1. Prune most other shrubs from January through early September.
How much should I be watering now?  Plants need watering less often as temperatures fall. Don’t forget to save money and promote the health of your trees and plants by monitoring rainfall in your yard and watering only when required. The rule of thumb is ¾ to 1 inch of water, when needed.  You will probably want to turn sprinkler systems off or you may damage your lawn and plants.  
Water fruit trees thoroughly once a month in November and December. Withholding water helps trees go dormant in a mild winter. Water only if the weather and ground are dry.
Lawns need little now except water. Water only if the weather and soil is dry.  When required, apply 1/2 inch of water between 10:00 pm and 10:00 am and then wait until the lawn dries out before watering again. 
Water vegetables and annual flowers a little more often. Let the soil dry slightly between waterings, but water deeply when you water.  Apply about one to three-quarters inch of water each time.
Shrubs and trees will only need water if the soil gets very dry. Check them regularly but once the winter rains start; they will probably be fine without added water.

Refresh your mulch to make sure you have a two to four inch thick layer of mulch around shrubs, trees, annuals and most perennials. This prevents many problems like weeds, soil drying and some diseases. Do not pile mulch up around the trunk of trees and shrubs. This can damage the trunk. Pull the mulch back slightly from the trunk to help prevent this.
