May 12, 2005

One of the girls was eating and she said, “I have Parmesan cheese in my eye!” “It does not hurt, it just feels funny. I did not do it on purpose, I was licking it and it just puffed up.” (At this point throw arms up dramatically.)

It is amazing the things that happen that we do not mean to happen. In the garden, when we do one thing it affects another. Be careful when gardening outside not to cause problems for yourself inside your home.

Is it safe to use wood mulches around the house? Will this attract termites? Mulches protect plants by reducing weeds and water loss, but they can attract insects around the home. If you ask a horticulturist if you should use mulch around the house, they will say, 'Yes'. Ask an entomologist and they may say, 'No!' Our understanding of the situation is that any mulch attracts termites. Termites like the moist conditions that mulches create. In addition, mulches with wood in them could possibly be a source of food.

For the best termite control, avoid mulches around the house. This would include any mulch - wood, pine straw, rocks, landscape fabric etc. Since this is typically not feasible, we use mulches and then take good precautions against termites. 

Some of these precautions include making sure there is six inches between the soil or mulch and wood or anything termites can bore through. A big mistake is to pile mulch or soil against the house so high that termites can crawl directly from it into wood or materials they can burrow through to get to wood. Termites can burrow through many types of outside wall coverings and then into the wood of your house. Also do not stack wood next to or under your house, do not store anything made of wood (paper, cardboard, particle board etc.) near or under your house. 
Hire a good pest control company. Termite control is best left to the professionals, but you need to take time to select a good termite control service that has a strong termite control contract. There are many things you need to know to protect your house against termites and how to select a good company. See these brochures on termites at this website for this information - http://www.ent.uga.edu/online_pubs.htm
How do I keep the roaches and ants out of the mulch in my flower beds? Will the cypress or cedar mulch repel insects? Even if these type mulches repel insects, the effect would not last. As the mulch ages the insects would probably come in anyway. 
We can expect some insects but how do we keep them in check? Work to keep the insects outside of your house. Inside, put the things they are looking out of reach. Thoroughly empty and rinse all containers (e.g., soda cans) before putting them in the trash or recycle container.  Seal stored food in insect resistant containers.  Thoroughly clean cabinets. Do not let garbage sit out for a long time.  Seal it up well in plastic bags.  

Keep all vegetation (limbs, leaves and branches) from touching the outside of your home.

Ants can come in this way.  Seal any entry points you see.  Install door sweeps under your doors and insulation around doors to help keep pests outside.
Do not use too much mulch.  Keep it two to four inches deep.  Try to avoid mulched beds around the house.  Pull the mulch away from the house a foot or so.  Treat this narrow strip with insecticide. Do not over-water beds. Apply one-half to three-quarter inch of water once a week.

You can also spray points of entry around the house.  Treat window sills and door thresholds.  You may want to spray a perimeter around the house.  Spray a couple of feet up on the house and four to six-foot of the ground next to the house.  You can use liquid Sevin (carbaryl), permethrin, cyfluthrin or others. You may want to have a pest control company do this for you.  

If you are having serious ant problems inside, you probably have Argentine ants. Contact us for an article on their control. With a little work you can prevent many insect problems related to mulches around the home.

