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MOSQUITOS - FLYING GARDEN PESTS
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Ask any military pilot and he will be familiar with flying enemies.  In the garden though we expect our enemies on the ground - weeds, insects and disease.  However one major garden and yard pest flying in now is the mosquito.  To make matters worse, this pest feed on us - not plants.

Of the over 50 species of mosquitoes in Georgia, only 10 or 12 are pests to man.  In most parts of the U.S., mosquitoes breed during spring, summer and fall.  In the southern U.S. mosquitoes can even breed in the winter during warm wet spells.

The one thing all mosquitoes need to breed is water.  Different types of mosquitoes require different types of water.  Water in ponds, ditches, marshes, swamps, tree holes, old tires, and discarded cans can harbor mosquitoes.  The first and best line of defense is to treat or drain these mosquito breeding areas.  Drill holes in or dispose of tires or other things catching and holding rain water.  A tablespoon of salt or 2 squirts of dishwasher detergent in an automobile tire will kill mosquito young (also called larvae).  Ornamental ponds can be stocked with mosquito fish to eat the larvae or treated regularly with a chemical.  For watering bowls or other places where water must stand, change the water at least twice a week to keep mosquitoes from breeding.

Most female mosquitoes feed at evening and dawn - though there are exceptions.  Most will fly about a mile to seek a blood meal although salt marsh mosquitoes may fly 25 to 35 miles.  A couple of types will only fly a few hundred feet.

Mosquitoes can transmit yellow fever, dengue and malaria; although these diseases have been eradicated here.  In Georgia, mosquitoes still transmit several types of viral encephalitis to birds, small mammals, horses and very rarely to man.  Mosquitoes and other insects do not carry the AIDS virus.

Since mosquitoes travel so far, control efforts should be organized community-wide.  Start with your yard and encourage neighbors to help.  The first step is always removal of breeding sites to keep mosquitoes from reproducing.

Killing adult mosquitoes is difficult.  This is usually done by the local government using foggers.  These work well because the entire neighborhood is sprayed and mosquito levels are reduced over a large area.  Spraying just your yard will not work well since mosquitoes travel so far to feed.  Even if you kill every mosquito in your yard by spraying, in a few minutes more could move in.  The Extension service does not recommend spraying your yard for mosquitoes because of these difficulties.

Although killing adult mosquitoes is difficult - some want to try it.  Here are a few ways to do it.  I have tried to list the most effective practices first.

*Hand held foggers can be used outside to temporary reduce mosquito numbers.  You can also buy fogging machines.  The fogging machines work best but still new 
  mosquitoes can move in. 

*Spray aerosols containing pyrethrin or other chemicals.

*Burn pyrethrin coils or citronella candles outside for relief in small areas. Be careful when using burning candles or coils -especially around children.

*Spraying the lawn and shrubs with Malathion may also reduce mosquito  numbers  temporarily.

Some people use bug lights to kill mosquitoes.  There is unfortunately no evidence that these reduce mosquito numbers.  Purple martins eat some mosquitoes, but some of the best mosquito destroyers are bats.  Call our office for information on bat and martin houses.

Mosquitoes ruin our summer fun and interfere with outdoor chores.  There is no simple solution to this flying pest problem.  However, understanding how they operate puts you in a better position to manage them.  Put knowledge to work for you with this pest by calling the Extension office for a copy of “Controlling Mosquitoes” by Dr. Burton Evans - retired Extension Entomologist.  I took much of this information from this publication and it will help you understand and control this problem.  You can reach the Houston County Extension Office at 542-2020 in Warner Robins and 987-2028 in Perry.
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Read other Houston County Extension service articles in these newspapers:

Willie Chance in the Sunday Magazine of The Sunday Sun
Peggy Bledsoe and Ricky Wheeler in The Houston Times Journal

