Mosquito Control
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We seem to be in a mosquito population explosion. Homeowners call with ‘skeeter stories detailing how these flying blood suckers are congregating around their homes. What can we do?

The most effective way of dealing with mosquitoes is to keep them from becoming adults. Adult mosquitoes lay eggs in or near water. Eggs can sit in an area a long time waiting on a rain. These eggs hatch into larvae that complete their life cycle in water. Recent rainfall seems to have created a sudden increase in the mosquito population. 

The best control for mosquitoes is removing their breeding sites. Look for sources of water that mosquitoes reproduce in and remove or treat these sources of water. Since mosquitoes can fly a mile or more looking for a meal, this will need to be done on a community-wide basis. Dr. Nancy Hinkle, UGA Entomologist, gives some hints about avoiding mosquitoes. 

Flowing water and ponds with fish do not generally produce many mosquitoes. Fish in ponds can eat the larvae. If the pond has a lot of water that is choked with weeds, the fish may not be able to reach the larvae to eat them. 

Mosquitoes like still water. They can even breed in muddy water. Here are some places to look for possible mosquito nurseries.

Search for abandoned pools, low wet areas and ditches with water. Drain and fill these areas. If you have a pond or ornamental pool - stock it with minnows or mosquito fish (Gambusia). Gambusia is a small guppy-like, pot-bellied minnow found in some ponds already. These can be purchased on line or call the Department of Natural Resources for sources – 825-6151. Keep ponds clear of weeds so the fish can find the mosquito larvae.

Empty pet dishes, bird baths and saucers under potted plants every 4 to 7 days. Clean out clogged gutters and ditches. Flush seldom used toilets once every 4 to 7 days. Fill holes in trees with concrete. Cover or turn upside down boats, wagons, wheel barrows, toys and other things that catch water.

If you have old tires, discard them or drill holes in them. Discard drink cans, plastic cups and other containers. It takes only four inches of water to raise mosquitoes.

Treat water that cannot be drained or treated otherwise with Bacillus thuringiensis israeliensis (Bti).  This is a low toxicity bacterial toxin that kills mosquito larvae.  These chemicals are formulated into granules or >donuts= and are found under names like Mosquito Bits or Mosquito Dunks.  Re-treat every 30 days. Other options include methoprene (an insect growth regulator) and Agnique – a chemical that produces a film over the water, smothering the mosquito larvae. Check the web for these products. Read and follow all label directions when using pesticides.

Commercial foggers from cans or the larger products can kill mosquitoes.  Just expect mosquitoes to return eventually.  Sprays and fogs may be helpful just before outside activities for short term relief from our winged enemies.

Even the best mosquito control program will not kill them all.  Try to limit outside activities when mosquitoes are bad.  This is usually around night fall. Wear light colors since dark colors attract mosquitoes. Mow high weeds and grass where adult mosquitoes hide during the day.

If you use citronella candles, place them where you will stand in the smoke. The smoke is what repels the mosquitoes. Herbal repellants typically do not repel mosquitoes for very long. Mosquito plants, herbal bracelets and electronic devices do not repel mosquitoes. 

The mosquito traps that use carbon dioxide to trap mosquitoes may attract more mosquitoes than they trap. We typically do not recommend using them to reduce mosquito numbers in a lawn.

Use a mosquito repellant containing 10 to 35 percent DEET.  Do not exceed 10 percent DEET when applying it to children.  Rub it on your hands first and then put it on the child.  Reserve the higher concentrations of DEET for adults living in major mosquito fly zones.  Always read and follow label directions.

Mosquitoes are pesky and annoying.  They can cause heart worms in dogs and carry several forms of encephalitis to humans and livestock including West Nile Virus.  Repulsing mosquitoes requires effort and diligence but can be done.  Follow these guidelines to drive back this pesky aerial invasion.

