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Mosquitoes Wage an Aerial Urban Assault

Willie Chance

In Warner Robins we understand what air superiority means in a battle.  Controlling the air can mean much in victory over land and sea.

We are under aerial attack now.  The enemy is using stealth, superior reconnaissance, and vicious weapons to attack our families.  With bloodthirsty intent, they enter our homes and gardens.  Yes, the mosquitoes are with us once again!

Mosquitoes are relentless invaders.  They survive during dry periods, flourish when it rains and don’t seem fazed by cool temperatures.  They quietly drift in, feed on us and retreat to fight again later.  Here are a few anti-aircraft tips to use against the six legged air assault.  I gathered them from an article written by UGA Editor Faith Peppers and UGA Entomologists Beverly Sparks and Elmer Gray.

They are hard to control.  You can fog or spray for them, but this will not kill them all.  Even if it does, some mosquitoes will fly one mile looking for a victim.  The Citronella candles are not recommended by UGA.  We just do not think they are very effective.

The most important factor is removing or treating all water that they can use to breed in.  People tell me, ‘We don’t have any water!’.  Unless you look though, you cannot be sure.  Mosquito control should also be done on a community-wide basis.  Some mosquitoes will fly a mile looking for a meal. 

Think small – it does not take much water to breed mosquitoes. Discard old drink cans and bottles, plastic bags or wrappers, old tires and other containers.  Clean gutters that may be full of trash and water.

Drill holes in tires used for playground equipment.  This will allow them to drain.  Check tarps on boats and other equipment for water.  Flush commodes not used often and clean out bird baths. Do this at least once every four days or so.

Treat water that cannot be drained with Bacillus thuringiensis israeliensis (Bti).  These chemicals are formulated into granules or ‘donuts’ and are found under names like Mosquito Bits or Mosquito Dunks.

Ponds can be stocked with Gambusia (mosquito fish) to reduce mosquito numbers.  Gambusia are a small guppy-like, pot-bellied minnow found in some ponds already.  Call the Georgia Department of Natural Resources for details on sources to buy them.  They can be reached at 825-6151.  In shallow areas where fish cannot go, use Bti.

Commercial foggers from cans or the larger handheld products can kill mosquitoes.  Just expect mosquitoes to return eventually.  Sprays and fogs may be helpful just before outside activities for a short relief  from these winged enemies.

A repellant used on our skin works best.  Look for one containing 10 to 35 percent DEET.  Do not exceed 10 percent DEET when applying it to children.  Rub it on your hands first and then put in on the child.  Reserve the higher concentrations of DEET for adults living in a major mosquito fly zones.  Always read and follow label directions.

Mosquitoes are pesky and annoying.  They can cause heart worms in dogs and carry several forms of encephalitis to humans and livestock.  Of course, the one threat we have all heard of lately is the West Nile Virus.  Repulsing mosquitoes requires effort and diligence but can be done.  Follow these guidelines to drive back this pesky aerial invasion.

