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In May and June, a young mole cricket(s mind turns to thoughts of settling down, finding a mate, and raising a family. Of course their home building can wreck our turf. A little knowledge and preparation may prevent mole crickets from starting their family in our lawn.

Are these dirt piles and holes caused by mole crickets? Mole crickets tunnel just under the soil surface. They feed on plant roots.  They also damage the plant with their burrowing. The main evidence of a mole cricket infestation  is a tunnel about the width of your finger. Look for these tunnels in bare dirt or under turf. Affected turf will often die and can be easily pulled up as though it has no roots.  

Piles of dirt in the lawn or holes in the ground are not usually made by mole crickets. If you can see small piles of granulated soil, this is probably caused by earthworms. These piles will look like ant piles without a hole. The worms pass the soil through their body and pile it on the surface.

Mole crickets can make holes in the soil. But other creatures are more likely to do so.  Look for the tunnels to identify mole cricket infestations.  

You can flush earthworms, mole crickets and certain insects out of the soil with a soap-water drench. Mix one ounce of lemon dishwashing detergent in a gallon of water.  Pour the solution over a small area of moist soil that has the mounds or tunnels.  The worms and insects should come to the surface within two to three minutes.  This works best on moist soils when the temperatures are warm and there are fresh signs of digging.

I must have mole crickets.  I can hear them chirp.  Mole crickets do not chirp or make other noises like that.  You are hearing something else.  Look for mole crickets like I mentioned earlier.

What do mole crickets look like?  Mole crickets are tan-colored, cricket like insects that feed on plant roots.  They can be up to 1 ( inches long, with short, stout fore legs, spade-like feet and beady eyes.  The young are like adults but do not have wings and are smaller and darker.

Mole crickets feed at night and stay under ground in the day.  They appear to be attracted to bright lights at night.  This may be one reason they show up at athletic fields.  They also show up in pool skimmers.  They can hop weakly.  The adults are fairly good fliers but somewhat cumbersome since they are generally an inch or more long.

How do I kill them?  A few mole crickets are not a problem but many can decimate a lawn.  Mole crickets usually lay their eggs from April through June.  The eggs hatch in about three to four weeks.  Mole crickets begin to reach adult stage in September and by November more that half of the population is adults.

The best time to kill mole crickets is in June when they are small and more susceptible to insecticides.  Treat the lawn with a liquid or granular insecticide.

Once mole crickets reach the adult stage, from September through May, the granules and liquids may not kill them very well.  We recommend using mole cricket baits during this time.  Baits are edible products that the insecticide is placed on.  The mole cricket searches this out, feeds on it and dies.

Baits must be used in a very specific way.   Wait until the lawn dries out.  Water the lawn well.  Wait 24 hours and then apply the bait on a dry lawn just before night fall.  The mole crickets should feed on it that night and die.  Be very careful to buy baits.  Granules will not kill mole crickets when used this way.  The bag must say (bait( and mention that it kills mole crickets.

Generally I find that many people think they have mole crickets, but few do.  If you have had them in the past, June is a good time to prevent this problem for the next year.  Make sure you have them before you treat or you may be wasting money and using poisons unnecessarily. 

