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Master Gardener Training Coming Soon

My uncle can do just about anything. He can fix cars, build houses, train horses,

and a host of other things. When I asked him years ago how he learned so many different

skills he just replied, “Son, I’m just a Jack of all trades and the master of none.” Well, if

you sometimes feel like a “Jack of all trades” you may have a chance soon to become the

Master of one. A Master Gardener training program will be held in Lumpkin County next

spring. Applications for the course are available now at the Extension office.

The Master Gardener program was started in 1972 in Tacoma Washington when it

was discovered that there were not enough Extension agents to meet the demands of a

rapidly growing urban population. The Extension service recruited volunteers to help

meet those demands and gave them the best horticultural training available. The program

was introduced to Georgia in 1979

Here in Lumpkin County we offer a Master Gardener training about once every

five years. The next program will feature 23 two-hour sessions. The first class will be

held on February 6th, and the final exam will be held on April 24th. The sessions will be

held on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons each week from 1:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. The

class room sessions will be taught by County Extension Agents, specialists from the

University of Georgia, and veteran Master Gardeners.

Participants in the course will learn about plants from the ground up. Subject

matter includes soil and fertilizers, plant disease, insect pests, annual and perennials,

ornamentals, turf, native plants, backyard habitat, trees, vegetable gardening, water

gardening and many other related topics.

Even experienced gardeners learn new techniques and develop a deeper

understanding of gardening and troubleshooting garden problems. Each class is packed

with information. Class participants receive a comprehensive Master Gardener handbook

for future reference. In addition, participants will be automatically enrolled in the Georgia

Master Gardener Association and eligible to participate in our local organization, the

Georgia Mountains Master Gardener Association

Participants who complete the training will become Master Gardener interns.

After they complete 50 hours of volunteer service to the local Extension office within the

next year they become Certified Master Gardeners. The volunteer service can be fulfilled

in a variety of ways either by participating in on-going Master Gardener projects or other

mutually agreeable means. Some of the best volunteer service is fulfilled when Master

Gardeners simply share what they have learned with gardening friends or neighbors.

The Master Gardener title cannot be used in connection with any business. For

example, it is against the rules to print “Master Gardener” on your company’s business

card. The focus of the program is community service not personal financial gain.

If you would like to learn more about the upcoming Master Gardener training or

would like an application, call the Extension office at 706-864-2275. The deadline for

receiving applications will be November 30th. The class will involve gardeners from a

multi-county area so we will not be able to accept everyone that applies. A registration

fee of $100 will be charged for each applicant that is accepted into the program.

The Master Gardener Training Program provides an excellent opportunity to

receive intensive training, provide a valuable community service, and join a group of

very talented and fun local gardening enthusiasts. If you want to master the gardening

trade and help your community, become a Master Gardener!

