Would You Like to Be a Master Gardener Volunteer?

Willie Chance, Houston County Extension Agent

Did you know that in 2003, more than two thousand people worked for the University of Georgia and never got paid?  They are all Master Gardener volunteers.

Master Gardeners are trained volunteers who answer garden questions, conduct garden programs and help to make Georgia a better place to live.  In 2003, Georgia Master Gardeners worked more than 141,000 hours and traveled 679,000 miles for a total estimated value to Georgia of more than $2.5 million.

Master Gardeners work hard!  They serve to answer your garden questions.  They also do horticultural and educational projects.

Middle Georgia Master Gardeners have planned and planted outdoor classrooms, begun a home gardening training series, created a gardening calendar, planted and maintained a trial garden and helped with the local Junior Master Gardener program.  A Master Gardener team distributes a garden newsletter through garden centers, garden clubs and by e-mail.  One of the most important things they do is to answer your garden questions.  They are busy folks!

Perhaps you would like to be a Master Gardener.  To become a Master Gardener you must:
Apply to the program and be accepted.

Complete eleven weeks of training.  Classes meet from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays from January 24 through April 11. Classes are conducted at the USDA station in Byron, GA (between Macon, Warner Robins and Fort Valley.)

Volunteer for at least 50 hours in the calendar year in which you finish the course.

You do need a somewhat flexible schedule.  Most Master Gardener volunteer projects are conducted week days from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Master Gardeners come from all walks of life. Some are retired teachers, military or business people. Others are homemakers, while some work from home or in jobs with flexible schedules or time off during the day.

The one thing that unites all Master Gardeners is a desire to help people.  Good Master Gardeners are those who want to help others.  You do not have to be a superb gardener.  We can teach you how to garden. You just need a sharing heart.

County Agents, UGA specialists, and current Master Gardeners train new volunteers in current garden practices.  The training fee of $130 covers all trainings, a copy of the new Master Gardener manual and a name tag. Master Gardeners must also pass two short quizzes during the training.

Why does The University of Georgia train Master Gardeners this way?  These volunteers represent the UGA Extension Service.  Training volunteers this way helps to provide good information to middle Georgia gardeners.

Local Master Gardeners can also receive follow-up training through Master Gardener meetings and their local association(Master Gardeners of Central Georgia.

Are you interested in being a Master Gardener? Do you enjoy helping others and seeing things grow?  Perhaps the Master Gardener program is for you!  If you live in Houston, Bibb, Peach or Twiggs counties, contact your local Extension Office for an application. The deadline to receive applications is November 24. For information on programs in other areas of Georgia, contact your local County Extension Office. You can find your Extension Agent’s phone number at this website http://extension.caes.uga.edu/extpd.htm
