Week of December 3, 2000


Master Gardener Program

Willie Chance 

Did you know that in 1999, 45 people worked for the Houston County Extension Service and never got paid?  They are all Master Gardener volunteers.

Master Gardeners are trained volunteers that answer garden questions, do garden       programs and help to make middle Georgia a better place to live.  Since 1994, Houston County Master Gardeners have worked over 8,000 hours, traveled over 45,000 miles and contacted over 15,000 people.  The estimated value of their time and travel during this time exceeds $100,000.

Statewide the program is even bigger.  In 1999, Georgia Master Gardeners worked 

102,810 hours, traveled 400,000 miles for a total value to Georgia of over $1.5 million.

Master Gardeners work hard!  They serve to answer your garden questions.  They also do garden projects.  

Master Gardeners coordinated a speaker’s bureau to give garden and environmental talks to clubs and schools, planned and planted outdoor classrooms at schools, maintained a trial garden and built and displayed garden exhibits.  A Master Gardener team distributes a garden newsletter through the garden centers, garden clubs and by E-mail.  They are busy folks!

Perhaps you would like to be a Master Gardener.  To become a Master Gardener you have to:

·  Apply to the program and be accepted.

·  Complete ten weeks of training.  Classes meet 10:00 a.m. to noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays from February 1 through April 12.  Sessions meet at the USDA Station in Byron.

·  Volunteer for at least 50 hours within  one year of the training.

You do need a somewhat flexible schedule, but Master Gardeners come from all walks of life.  Some are retired teachers, military or business people.  Others are homemakers, while some work at home.

The one thing that unites all Master Gardeners is a desire to help people.  We need good volunteers - we can teach you about gardening.

County agents, UGA specialists and current Master Gardeners train new volunteers in current research-based garden recommendations.  Trainees get 40 hours of training from a 500 page manual and must pass three short exams.

Why do we train Master Gardeners this way?  These volunteers represent the University of Georgia Extension Service.  We want middle Georgia gardeners to get the best information.    Master Gardeners can also receive follow up training through Advanced Master Gardener classes and the local association - Master Gardeners of Central Georgia.

Are you interested in being a Master Gardener?  Classes begin February 1, 2001.  The registration deadline is December 15.  There is a $75 registration fee which covers the manual and all sessions.  For an application or more information, contact our office and leave your address.

Do you enjoy gardening, helping others and seeing things grow?  If so, perhaps the Master Gardener Program is for you!  For more information contact the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or wchance@uga.edu .  

