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Making the Best of Tough Situations


Willie Chance


My daughters visit the dentist regularly.  Doctor Jeffrey Vasko and hygienist Elease Chambers have their tools named.  “Mr. Slurpy” is the water squirter while “Mr. Thirsty” sucks up the water.  I especially like the last two names.  The shot is the “pet mosquito” and the drill is “the machine that tickles”.  I wonder if the new names make the process more comfortable?


The way we look at things can often help the situation.  Perception does not change reality, but it can improve our attitude and the way we deal with problems.  We cannot always change our circumstance, but we can determine how we respond and react.  This is true with garden problems, too.


Some problems are best ignored or lived with.  I remember a gardener who had problems he could not deal with.  He finally concluded that he just quit looking at the area so closely and things seemed a lot better.


Weeds in lawns are like this.  Whether you do your own weed control or have someone else do it, learn to accept a few weeds.  Say to yourself, “At least they are green!”  We can kill most of the weeds pretty easily, but destroying the last few requires a lot of labor and chemical.  If you have a completely weed-free lawn, you may be applying too much weed killer.  I sometimes hear people complain about the chemicals that farmers put on their crops. I think this concern is misguided.  Homeowners generally apply a lot more pesticides per acre than farmers.  We should all work first to reduce how many chemicals we use.


Reduce weed care woes by accepting a few weeds; proper lawn care; applying preventive weed control October 10, December 1, February 15, and April 1 and using hand weed control.  Proper lawn care is probably the biggest factor. Soil sample, lime and fertilize accordingly.  Water with one inch of water at each irrigation.  Water only when the lawn dries out.  This should never be more often than once every five to seven days.  Many lawns are damaged by watering too frequently.  Identify unacceptable weeds and spot spray them as needed. 


Do we really need to shear shrubs as much as we do?  Probably not.  We often clip them so much they look like green meatballs.  The more you shear shrubs, the more they have to be sheared.  Tell yourself that shrubs look best with a natural growth form - not heavily clipped.  Heavy pruning can weaken plants and lead to pest problems.  


Shear shrubs infrequently, no more than two or three times a year.  Let them slowly get larger and do not ruin their natural growth form.  Do not shear shrubs with medium to large leaves (longer than about one inch).  If you do, the cut ends look bad.  Call and ask how to prune large leafed shrubs so they look their best.

Are you having trouble getting grass to grow under your trees?  Why not quit trying?  Turf and trees compete with each other for water and nutrients.  They do not grow well together.  When is the last time you saw grass growing in the forest? 


Why not replace the grass with mulch, ground cover, or shrub beds.  Shrubs and ground covers still require maintenance and weed control.  It would also be best to have a sprinkler system for them.  


Personally, I prefer replacing the turf with mulch.  This lowers maintenance, is fairly cheap and conserves water.  Many people blame shade for turf decline under trees, but I think a lot of the problems are due to dry soils. Replacing the grass with mulch helps the tree and the turf look better. 


Some problems are best overlooked.  They are not easily solved and they are not usually worth the effort involved.  Do you have leaf spots on your trees?  Ignore them.  The trees are too big to spray and the spots would have to make every leaf drop before you should be concerned.


Do you have mushrooms in your lawn?  Kick them over or mow them down.  You cannot stop them.  Besides, they are reproductive cycle of fungi that rot organic matter.  These are God’s recyclers.  Without them, our world would be full of dead things.


Just re-evaluating your problems will not solve them.  We have to look for new solutions.  Perhaps this article will help you find new answers to old questions.  Now if I can just find a new solution to my IRS tax return!

