Week of February 20, 2000


Making Weedy Lawns Look Better

Willie Chance

Your county agent and area lawns now have something in common.  We are both looking a little scraggly.  I have recently begun to grow a beard.  It has not a fully grown out yet.  I am in that intermediate stage that seems to say, “Give this man a razor.”  It is for a good cause though.  I am preparing for the Second Baptist Church Passion Play (April 20-23 at the Civic Center - don’t miss it!)  

Our lawns, on the other hand, look seedy because of weeds cropping up.  Most people realize the lawn grasses we grow in Houston county should be brown now.  So most of the green you see is weeds.

Though the weeds look small, they may be hard to kill.  Some have been growing since last November.  Most winter annuals are best prevented by using a pre-emergence herbicide around October 15.  I usually recommend Atrazine on all lawns except green Bermuda.  We can use Balan (benefin) on Bermuda or other grasses.  Atrazine prevents broadleaves better while Balan mainly controls grasses and a few broadleaf weeds.

What can you do to your weedy lawn?  Why not mow it?  Remove all the clippings and the weed seeds with them now.  

If you must spray, remember that they will be hard to kill.  You may need several applications.  Use two treatments of Atrazine 30 days apart.  Do not use it more often than the label says.  You can use 2, 4-D also.  It can be found in Weed Be Gon, 33 Plus and other sprays.

One treatment I would recommend now is a spray to prevent spring and summer weeds. 

Use Atrazine or Balan as mentioned earlier.  We usually try to get this out around February 15.

Two particularly pesky weeds need special attention.  Florida betony is also called ‘rattlesnake’ weed.  It grows one to 2 inch white tubers that are ridged like a rattlesnake’s button.  The plant has a square stem, one to two inch leaves with small teeth or scallops along the edge.  Leaves grow opposite each other on the stem and flowers are purple.

Florida betony comes up in the winter and goes dormant again in the spring.  This perennial weed requires regular spraying over several years to control it.  Even then you may not get it all.  In lawns, spray twice with Atrazine 30 days apart starting when the plant gets two to three inches of growth.  You can also use one of the 2, 4-D containing chemicals to supplement the control you get with Atrazine.  Remember, we are mainly killing the top of the plant, so you must faithfully spray and repeat it annually.

In flower beds, spray with Round Up repeatedly about three to four weeks apart. Spray- ing at bloom may be the most effective.  Keep Round Up off desirable plants.  Do not soak the ground with Round Up - just the leaves.  

Wild onion and garlic is another lawn problem.  Spray it twice, four weeks apart, with Image.  This should kill most of it but plan to treat again next year.  Image is also good for nutgrass in the summer.

For more information, contact the Houston County Extension Service.  See our website at www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston or E-mail us at uge2153b@uga.edu.  You can even subscribe to our bi-monthly E-mail newsletter,  “The Garden Bench.”   You can also call us, though I will be out this week because of some outpatient surgery I am having.  You can find our phone number under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

