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God’s creation provides a lot of recreation, if you know where to look for it.  My dad taught us how to find persimmon trees and to collect the hard green fruit.  Then cut a long keen, flexible twig.  Sharpen the end and stick a persimmon on it.  When you flip the end rapidly over your head (like you would a fishing rod), you can send the persimmon flying.  We call it flinging persimmons.

It works well with green tomatoes and little apples, too.  Get permission from the gardener first though, or the stick may swap hands suddenly with painful results.

The fall garden is packed with fun, if you know where to look for it.  It is also wise to know what to avoid.  Here are a few tips to help you get more enjoyment and less problems out of the fall garden.

Fall is the best time to plant shrubs, trees and perennials.  Put them in now and they will have time to grow new roots before next summer’s drought.

Fall is not time to prune or fertilize most plants.  Both practices make plants grow more leaves and stems.  This new growth is very tender and can be damaged by the cold.  Let plants slow growth now in preparation for their winter rest.

Though we do not fertilize now (except for certain cool weather plants like pansies, onions, greens and ryegrass) you can soil sample now.  This will help to identify problems and tell you how to fertilize before you plant again.  Once you get your soil test results back you can lime the soil.  Lime reduces soil acidity and can make plant nutrients more available, but it can take a month or more to be active.  Lime now for next spring.

I hear a lot about ‘winterizer’ lawn fertilizers.  These should be put out before 

September 15.  We do not generally need a fall application of fertilizer on a lawn that has been well managed earlier in the year.  It should have enough nutrients to survive the winter.  Hold your lawn fertilizer until next April.  

I recommend that you not move plants once they are in the ground.  If you must move a tree or shrub, start now.  Cut a circle around the plant as large as the root ball you want to move.  Slice down in the soil all around the plant with a shovel as deeply as you can.  This slices off roots and makes the root system smaller.

Wait 30 to 45 days.  This lets the root system recover a little.  Then move the plant using the smaller root ball you cut out earlier.

Dig a very wide planting hole when planting anything.  Plant no deeper than the plant originally grew.  Water the plant in well and then again in a few days.  Put a two to three inch mulch around it.

Remember to have fun in your fall garden.  Take a kid for a walk.  Make a leaf or seed collection.  Go to the fair.  Fling persimmons.  Soon winter will be here and we will miss the balmy days and pretty leaves.

Contact the Houston County Extension Service for more information on enjoying your garden.  E-mail us at wchance@uga.edu or find our number under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.  

