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As temperatures creep up, we expect our lawns to do so also.  During the spring in our lawns, green replaces brown and we swap the rake for the mower.  Lawns are a lot of work, but they provide a lot of benefits.  They are not just a carpet for the yard.  Consider these facts taken from “Healthy lawn, Healthy Environment” published by the Professional Lawn Care Association of America.

· Six hundred and twenty-five square feet of lawn provides enough oxygen for one person to breathe.

· The average sized lawn has the same cooling effect as more than 8 tons of air conditioning.

· Turf grasses absorb pollutants like carbon dioxide and sulfur dioxide and convert them to life sustaining oxygen.

· Turf traps 12 million tons of dust annually that could have been released to the atmosphere

· Turf also prevents soil erosion, filters contaminants from rain water and reduces water runoff during heavy rainfall.

You probably did not know your lawn worked so hard.  These verdant rugs are more than just playgrounds.  They add to the overall quality of our lives.  We should do what we can to maintain our lawns and help them as they work for us.

Unfortunately, many lawns did not green up this spring.  Whether in patches or as a whole, many areas brown while others are green.  What is wrong?

The lawn may just need more time.  Some lawns are slow to green up.  Water the lawn every five days with one inch of water and wait a couple of weeks.  If the lawn is still brown, it can be declared dead at that time.  To see how long it takes your sprinkler to apply one inch of water, start it and place a pie pan or cup under it.  See how long it takes to get one inch in the container.  Now water the lawn this long each time.  Less water than this can cause shallow rooting and lead to problems.

When a lawn does not green up in the spring, we say it has suffered winter kill.  This is a general term for death of the lawn during the cold fall or winter weather.  

Winter kill can have many causes.  Usually the grass has been stressed during the growing season and dies during the winter weather extremes.  When this happens, we need to examine the location and growing conditions of the grass to see if we can correct the problem.

Problems with where the grass is growing include soils that are too wet, too dry and too hard.  Hard dry soils are common.  They can be tilled 12 inches deep and replanted.  Consider adding some compost or gypsum to help keep them loose.  Hard soils with grass growing on them can be core aerated.  Wet soils can be drained or seeded to a grass that tolerates wet spots - like carpet grass.

Cultural problems include improper mowing height, fertilization and watering.  Make sure your blade is sharp and mow at the right height.  Dull blades damage grass.  Remove the spark plug wire while working on the mower.  Pulling on the blade can start the mower unless the plug wire is off.  Sharpen or replace the blade for best quality of cut.  Mow at the right for your lawn grass.  For example, centipede should be mown between one and one and a half inches tall.

Fertilize and lime according to a soil sample.  Call or come by our office for directions.  I explained proper watering procedure earlier.  It is best to wait until the lawn grass begins to show a need of water before you irrigate.  If you want a watering schedule, apply one inch every five to seven days.

Pests can also kill lawns, but I think most winterkill problems are related to how we grow the grass or where it is growing.  Use this checklist of possible solutions and see if you can diagnose your problem.

Your lawn takes a little care, but it is worth a lot to you.  Before you pave it and paint it green - consider all it does.  Lawns produce a cleaner, cooler, heathier, and more refreshing environment.  Help them do their job by tenderly caring for them.

For more information on caring for your hard working lawn (or other lawn and garden concerns) call or come by the Houston County Extension Service.  We are located in the County Annex in Warner Robins or at 733 Carroll Street in Perry.  Call us at 542-2020 or 987-2028.  



