Spring is Fun for the Young at Heart

May 1, 2003

Spring is more fun when you are a child.  The mulberries need picking now, early black berries are almost ripe and the honeysuckles are full of ‘honey’.  A friend of mine once said that we have to grow older, but growing up is optional.  I am glad that I’m not ‘grown up’ yet!  
Spring is not all berries and flowers though.  Don’t let these garden concerns ruin your fun!  

Why are the leaves on my magnolias drooping?  Is it dying?  Although magnolias have leaves year round, the same leaves do not stay on them all the time.  At this time of year, the old leaves are beginning to droop down in preparation for falling off.  The new leaves are sometimes still tightly curled up in the buds when this happens.  This can make magnolias look very sad.  
Make sure that the soil is not too dry and then wait ten to fourteen days.  The tree should recover quickly.  Do not water magnolias or other trees more often than once every five to seven days.  Water deeply when you water applying about three-quarter to one inch of water.  Wait until the soil dies out to water again.

How do I make my hydrangeas bloom pink or blue?  The older varieties of big leaf hydrangea would have different colored flowers based on what the soil pH is.  If the soil pH is acid (low) then the flower tend to be blue.  If the soil pH is basic (high) then the flowers tend to be pink.

To gradually change the flower color from pink to blue, scatter one-half cup of wettable sulfur around the plant.  To make the flowers pink, broadcast a cup of lime around the plant.  It may take a year for the color to change.  

For a faster color change, use soil drenches.  To turn flowers from pink to blue, dissolve one tablespoon of alum (aluminum sulfate) in a gallon of water.  Drench the soil around the plant in March, April and May.  To make the flowers pink, dissolve one tablespoon of hydrated lime in a gallon of water and drench the plant as mentioned above.  Keep these solutions off of the leaves and especially out of your eyes.  They will burn and hydrated lime can cause permanent damage to your eyes.  Be careful not to get lime in your eyes.  The solution may be too strong for some people’s skin.
Keep the hydrangea watered when the soil gets dry or the plant wilts.  This is especially important in the spring when flower buds are forming.  Hydrangeas prefer a little shade, but not too much.  Apply a two to four inch deep mulch over the roots.

What are those yellow flowers that suddenly crop up all over Warner Robins?  They look like bows!  Well, maybe I did not really get a question like this.  I did want to tell you a little something about those yellow bows.  It is a great idea to honor our military.  I just have a few suggestions.  
When you tie bows out, remember to maintain them.  Do the bows blow off and create a mess or do they continue to look nice?  
It is best to avoid tying string around branches.  Could you tie the bows onto non-living things?  As the tree grows, these strings can cut into the stem causing permanent damage.  Please do not use wire or nylon string or yarn to attach bows to trees.  If you must, tie around large branches that have lots of bark.  Tie bows loosely around trees using cotton string.  Cotton will rot with time.  Check occasionally to make sure the string is not cutting through the bark as the wind blows the bow.  And most importantly . . . God bless our troops!
