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Fall is a good time to put in a landscape. Many gardeners have found though that putting the plants into a landscape is only a small part of the total amount of work necessary to make the yard look good. Often, plants require much maintenance to look their best--sometimes too much for some of us. Also, some plants have pest problems that are difficult or impossible to solve. A little planning and hard work at planting may avoid some problems and hard work later on. Here is how you can put in a low maintenance or 'lazy man's' landscape.

Be very careful in selecting plants. Just because a plant grows quickly is not a reason to buy it.  It may die just as quickly, too. Some plants have problems that are likely to occur if you plant them. Red tips often get leaf-spot, and Leyland cypress are susceptible to bot canker. Silver maples have weak limbs and variegated euonymus is prone to mildew. Each of these plants can be replaced by a more hardy or disease resistant plant, thereby reducing maintenance later on.

Planting plants not adapted to the area is a disaster waiting to happen. Consult the Extension service leaflets on what plants are adapted to this area and select from this list.

Match the plant with the site. If the site is sunny, shady, wet, dry, clayey, or sandy; pick a plant that likes those conditions.

Well prepare the site before planting. Poor site preparation kills many shrubs and affects the growth of many more. Till the area thoroughly to a depth of 8 to 12 inches before planting. Plant plants no deeper that they originally grew. Water well after planting even if the soil is already moist. This settles the soil around the roots.

Design and plant a simple landscape. Do not use too many types of plants. Use just a few main types of plants (perhaps 2 or 3) with a few specimen or accent plants added.

Do not plant too many plants; many yards are over-planted. Make bed lines straight as possible. Curves are harder to mow.

Choose shrubs that will grow to the desired height in 5 to 8 years. Do not put a 10 to 15 foot shrub where you only want a 5 foot shrub. You will eventually get tired of pruning. Also space plants properly. Call the Extension service for information on spacing.

Select trees that create very little litter. With trees that do litter badly (like magnolias) leave the lower limbs unpruned to hide the litter that has fallen to the ground.

Use as few trees as possible in the lawn. You do not want to mow around them. Group trees together and put them into beds which will be easier to mow around. 

Use mowing strips of wood, brick, etc. to keep grass out of beds and make mowing easier. Mulch beds to keep down grass and weeds. 

Use a non-selective herbicide to keep grass and weeds out of beds. Be very careful to keep these herbicides off desirable plants.

Plant groupings of flowering trees instead of azaleas. Azaleas have more pest problems than many trees and often look poor during the summer. Beds of flowering perennials can replace flowering annuals and can, in the long run, be easier to maintain and less expensive.

While I am not advocating laziness, there is little reason for working hard with little results. Following these tips will help you have a nice yard and should save you some time, trouble, and money in the long run.  Contact the University of Georgia Extension service for more information.  Our office numbers are 542-2020 in Warner Robins and 987-2028 in Perry.

