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Why work harder than you have to?  You will enjoy your garden more if you do not always have to water, spray, fertilize and prune it.  Plant a low maintenance landscape.  This type of landscape requires less care.  Not only does this make it easy on you - it can be better for the environment because of less use of pesticides.

Here are some recommended low maintenance ornamentals with their preference as to exposure (sun or shade).  The list was complied by Will Corley, University of Georgia Extension Horticulturist.

Annuals: Annual hibiscus, Ageratum, Dwarf Snapdragon, Begonia (sun or shade), Gaillardia, Gomphrena, Impatiens (shade), Melampodium, Nierembergia, Pentas, Portulaca, Vinca, and Zinnia (wild species).

Perennials: Astilbe (shade), Chrysogonum (shade), Coreopsis, Dianthus, Purple Coneflower, Dwarf Joe Pye, Gaillardia, Daylily, Hosta (shade), Liatris, Lythrum, Perovskia, Physostegia, Plumbago, Rudbeckia, Salvia, Sedum, Goldenrod, Stokes’ Aster, and Verbena.

Ornamental Grasses: Annual Fountain Grass, Crimson Fountain Grass, Upland Sea Oats, Dwarf Pampas, Miscanthus, Dwarf Fountain Grass, Purple Dwarf Fountain Grass, and Switch Grass.

Wildflowers: Select special mixes for (1) partial shade, (2) landscape color, (3) southeast region, (4) natives, or (5) specialty uses - wildlife, butterfly, etc.

How and where you plant also helps reduce maintenance.  Match the plant with the site.  Only grow plants that are adapted to this area.  Call or come by our office for a list of these plants.  
Be very careful in selecting plants. Just because a plant grows quickly is not a reason to buy it.  It may die just as quickly, too. Some plants are prone to problems. Red tips often get leaf-spot and variegated euonymus is prone to mildew. Silver maples have weak limbs while white pines live for many years and then suddenly die.  Each of these plants can be replaced by a more hardy or disease resistant plant, thereby reducing maintenance later on.

Well prepare the site before planting. Poor site preparation kills many shrubs and affects the growth of many more. Till the area thoroughly to a depth of 8 to 12 inches before planting. Plant plants no deeper that they originally grew. Water well after planting even if the soil is already moist. This settles the soil around the roots.

Fall or winter is the best planting time.  Planting at this time gives the plant more time to become established before the hot, dry days of summer.  Spring is the second best planting time.  Avoid planting in the summer.

Design and plant a simple landscape. Do not use too many types of plants. Use just a few main types of plants (perhaps 2 or 3) with a few specimen or accent plants added.  Do not plant too many plants.  Many yards are over-planted.  Make bed lines straight as possible. Curves are harder to mow.

Choose shrubs that will grow to the desired height in 5 to 8 years. Do not put a 10 to 15 foot shrub where you only want a 5 foot shrub. You will eventually get tired of pruning. Do not put plants too close together.  Contact us for information on spacing.

Select trees that create very little litter. With trees that do litter badly (like magnolias) leave the lower limbs unpruned to hide the litter that has fallen to the ground.

Use as few trees as possible in the lawn. You do not want to mow around them. Group trees together and put them into beds which will be easier to mow around. 

Use mowing strips of wood, brick, etc. to keep grass out of beds and to make mowing easier. Mulch beds and use a non-selective herbicide like Round Up, Finale or others to keep grass and weeds out of beds. Be very careful to keep herbicides off desirable plants.

Low maintenance landscapes are easier and cheaper to maintain.  At the same time, they add beautiful and value to your home.  For more information from the University of Georgia on these or other gardening principles, call your local Houston County Extension Office at 542-2020 in Warner Robins or 987-2028 in Perry.

