Week of February 8, 1998

  

            LAWN AND EXTENSION PHONE RINGS

Willie O. Chance, III

         

           
 
  Houston County Extension Agent

As temperatures warm up - so do our phones.  December was a fairly quiet month 

but gardeners have re-discovered us in January.  We were without a secretary for five 

months in 1997, but are extremely happy to welcome Mary Jo Crivellone to our staff 

recently.  She works in the Warner Robins Office answering the phone, typing, keeping the 

office going, and keeping me straight.  Welcome her to the Extension Office the next time 

you call.  

Some questions we hear time and again.  Let me share some of the more common ones.

When is the last frost?  It varies, of course; but averages around the middle of March.  

This is the 50% frost date.  We have a 50% chance of frost after this date.  Of course, most of our 

warm season plants cannot take much frost.

When should we plant?   Plant tender bedding plants and vegetables starting the last 

week of March, if temperatures are warm.  Earlier plantings may be possible but are risky.  Some 

vegetables are frost hardy and can be planted now - cabbage, collard, broccoli, cauliflower, 

onion, etc.  Plant Irish potatoes starting in late February.  Some plants require very warm

temperatures and should be planted in late April and May.  These include most lawn grasses, okra, sweet potato, annual periwinkle and peanuts.

How can I get moss out of my lawn?  Moss is common in lawns.  I have some in mine.  The moss does not kill the grass.  When grass gets thin, the moss may invade.  It is not a problem in itself but rather a symptom of a problem. 

Often gardeners ask, “How can I kill it?”  It is difficult to kill, but many chemicals will slow it down. Hydrated lime, copper sulfate or certain non-selective herbicides (Round Up, Finale, etc.) may help.  Copper sulfate and the herbicides will also kill green grass and hydrated lime can severely burn your eyes.

Even if you kill all the moss, you still have a problem.  What is wrong with the grass?

Most moss appears under trees.  Trees rob lawn grasses of water, light and nutrients.  Water is the biggest concern.  Irrigate, fertilize and remove lower limbs.  Any dry period during the year (Remember last August!) can weaken and kill the grass.  Dry lawns in summer lead to bare lawns in winter and moss in the spring.

Other problems to look for include hard, acid or wet soils.  Whatever the problem - correct it first, and then till the soil and sod it.  Remember, moss is an indication of a problem - not the problem itself.

 
Can I prune now?   Yes, prune all plants now, except spring blooming ornamentals,

like azalea, forsythia, quince, etc.  These should be pruned after they bloom.

How can I get grass to grow in the shade?  I think the best solution is not to try.

Put the area into beds and use a mulch or ground cover, like ivy, liriope, hosta, etc.  Remember 

that mulched areas can be used for many uses - flowers, play areas, lawn furniture or work and 

service areas.

If you must have grass, remember that it will be a struggle.  Pick a shade tolerant grass.  

The most shade tolerant grass is St. Augustine.  Zoysia grass is next in shade tolerance. Centipede has medium shade tolerance, while Bermuda grass will not tolerate

shade.  Select accordingly.

Raise mowing height slightly to help the grass grow more strongly.  Soil sample and lime

and fertilize, as needed.  Water less often (once a week) and more deeply.  Remove grass 

clippings, leaves, and other debris that block sunlight and smother the grass.

Prune lower limbs on trees and remove nearby shrubs to improve air movement and let in 

more light.  Limit traffic and control weeds to reduce competition.

When is it going to stop raining?  There are some things even a county agent does not know.  I do know that you need to wait until soils are dry enough before you dig in them.  Working soils when they are wet makes them hard and cloddy when they dry. 

How do you know if soils are too wet?  Take a handful of soil and squeeze it into a ball.

Open your hand.  If the soil falls apart by itself, or easily, it is dry enough to work.  Clay soils take much longer to dry out.  Adding organic matter helps soils drain better.

Have I answered all your questions?  Probably not, but you can call the Houston County Extension Office at (912) 542-2020 or (912) 987-2028 with your questions.  Just remember that we are busy this time of year and it may take a little while for us to return your call or forward information to you.

Also, look for our newsletter “The Garden Bench,” available at garden centers and at our offices in Perry and Warner Robins.  The newsletter lists current garden activities and upcoming meetings.

