Giving Too Much Information
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I had simple oral surgery years ago. I do like surgery. To me, the difference between major surgery and minor surgery is defined by who they are working on. If they are operating on someone else, it may be major or minor surgery. If they are operating on me - it is always major surgery! 

This dentist was good but as he cut he said something like, ‘Boy, is it bleeding!’ If he knew how poorly I deal with surgery, he would have never said that! Of course he had his fingers in my mouth and I could not warn him.

Sometimes we get more information than we like. It may unnecessary, but often it is needed. Those who help solve our problems give us more than we ask for so they can more fully solve our troubles. Sometimes I give more information than the person wants to properly answer their question.
Can I seed my lawn now? I have a bare patch. Why is the spot bare? That spot will not grow grass for a reason. We must find that problem first and solve it. If we do not, expect the grass to die again. 

Lawn grasses have specific care requirements. Find out what your particular lawn grass type needs and determine what it is lacking. If you can, fix the problem and then put grass in the spot again. It should grow better now. 
What if we cannot solve the problem that is affecting the grass? If the lawn needs more water, can you install a watering system? If not, will you water it faithfully with one inch of water once a week? If the answer to these questions is no, then grass will probably not grow well there. You need to mulch the area, plant something else or learn to live with the bare spot.
How do you know what your lawn is lacking? Contact the UGA Extension Office for a brochure on your specific lawn grass. 
The best time to sod is during the active growing season. You can sod when the turf is dormant (brown) but you must be very careful to keep the sod moist but not too wet from the time that it is dug through the time it is sodded until it is finally established in the lawn. Call for details.
Warm season lawn grasses like ours are best seeded from late April through June. The ground must be warm for the grass to grow and do well.

How can I kill this moss in my lawn? Mosses are fuzzy or thread-like, low-growing and form a mat on the ground. They generally grow where the grass is thin. Because of this people mistakenly believe that the moss is hurting the grass.
Mosses do not hurt the grass. They grow in areas where the grass is already thin or dead. If grass is vigorous in an area, mosses generally will not grow there.

You can kill the moss but unless you solve the problem with the grass, expect the moss to return. Some problems that we can see in areas like this are wet soils, dry soils, low pH or hard and compacted soils. Discover what your grass needs and supply this. Re-sod the area and the grass should do better. If you cannot supply what the grass needs, mulch the area or plant something else. Some people let moss grow in these areas and cultivate a moss garden. Contact us for details.

Several chemicals will suppress moss. Rake up or vertical mow the moss before and after treatment. Apply 2 to 3 pounds of hydrated lime in 3 gallons of water per 1,000 square feet. Be very careful with hydrated lime since it may burn your eyes or tender skin. Some companies produce chemicals to kill moss. These may or may not harm your grass. Non-selective herbicides like Round Up and others may kill moss, but they also kill your lawn grass as well. Expect the moss to return if you do not fix the cultural problem causing the grass to decline.
