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A common question at the Extension office lately is, “When can I  . . . ?”  (At this point insert any garden chore from fertilizing to planting.)  We have been enjoying an early spring, so gardening interest is at a fever pitch.  We have needed to practice some restraint, though,  since more cold weather may come.  It is finally time now though to begin many lawn and garden jobs.

One area receiving a lot of attention lately is the lawn.  They have suffered through a tough winter and are trying to green up now.  What can we do to help them?  Here is a lawn  calendar you can use to plan when to care for your lawn

During green up (February through March)--Keep the lawn watered, if needed.  Do not fertilize or use weed killers now.  Grasses are sensitive during this time.

After green up (April )--Fertilize the lawn for the first time now.  The best way is to take a soil sample and follow the recommendations.  Apply lime as needed as soon as you know how much to apply.  Lime requires two to three months to become fully active.

If you do not have a soil sample, apply  one pound of nitrogen per thousand square feet.  This would be the equivalent of 6 lb. of 16-4-8, 5 lb. of 18-0-18 or 8 lb. of 12-4-8 per thousand square feet.  
The frequency of fertilization varies with the lawngrass.

Centipede/Carpet grass--Fertilize after green up and again in August.

Bermuda--Fertilize after green up and monthly if you want a high quality turf.

Zoysia/St. Augustine--Fertilize after green up and again in June, July and September.

Apply fertilizer to dry grass and water in afterwards.  You can reduce frequency of fertilization slightly to reduce mowing frequency.

Seed lawns from late April through early July.  This is also a good time to sprig lawns.  Lawns can be sodded most of the year but the most successful time is during this period.

Early Summer (May-June ) -- Control thatch by applying ½ inch of soil over lawn or verticutting. Most people verticut since topdressing is so difficult.  Use soil to top dress, not sand.

Begin scouting for insects in June--chinch bugs, spittlebugs, mole crickets, etc  June is an excellent time to treat for mole crickets.

Summer (July-August) -- Apply 1 inch of water a week during dry times.  Do not water anymore often than once every four to five days.  Raise mowing height slightly to help grass to cope better with drought.

Apply last fertilizer application to centipede grass in August. Apply iron to lawn if needed.

Fall (September-October)--Slow or stop fertilization of lawns.  This lets the lawn prepare itself for fall.  Apply a pre-emergence herbicide for fall weed control in October.  Over

seed the lawn with ryegrass for winter color, but do not apply herbicides to these lawns.

This lawn calendar should help you set up a good maintenance schedule for your lawn.  You may want to cut it out and keep it for later reference.  We have a more extensive lawn calendar available through the Houston County Extension Service office.  Come by or call us at 542-2020 or 987-2028 for your copy.

Lawns reduce heat and glare, clean and purify the air and make our homes look better.  We want to give them the best care we can.  Take care to give your lawn timely maintenance and you should reduce lawn problems in 1997.

