Week of February 28, 1999


Last Call

Willie Chance

Spring is almost here - ready or not!  This is the last call for many winter garden jobs.  Do these as soon as possible before plants really start growing.

Remove old leaves on liriope.  You can use a mower set on the highest setting or a weed eater.  Do this before new growth starts (look in the center of the plant for new leaves).  This takes off all the old ugly leaves.  Never mow mondo grass (dwarf lily turf or monkey grass) like this though.  It does not grow back well.

Control scale insects on trunks of trees with a dormant oil spray.  Do not get this on any buds, flowers or leaves that have begun to grow.  It may burn them.  Use other insecticides once the plant buds out.

Transplant trees and shrubs as soon as possible.  Fall is best but now is okay.  The later you wait the lower is their chance of survival.

Mulch, mulch, mulch!  I need not say more.  A layer two to three inches thick controls weeds and keeps plants moist.  There are several sources of free or inexpensive mulch so you have no reason not to.  This works well for fruits, vegetables, shrubs, trees and flowers.

Fertilize pecans now before the grass really gets started.  There are several options, but use a fertilizer with zinc in it.  Pecans need zinc, it makes their leaves stronger.

If using 10-10-10, apply one pound to new trees and four pounds per inch of trunk diameter at chest height to older trees.  Spread it evenly around the tree to out beyond the drip line (the point to which the branches reach).

Prune spring flowering plants as soon as they finish blooming - azaleas, camellia, forsythia, quince, spirea, etc.

Fertilize bulbs as soon as they come up.  After bloom let the foliage die back naturally.  This lets the bulb prepare for next year.  If you want to move them, mark where they are and do so after they die back.  Keep them watered as needed.

Prune crape myrtle, chaste tree (Vitex) and roses as soon as possible.  Many other shrubs can be pruned now.  Prune trees as little as possible.  Do not give them an overall shearing.  This can ruin their shape.  Instead remove individual branches completely back to where they are attached to the main branch.

Nandina grows like bamboo.  They have long canes with leaves on the top.  Prune them by cutting one third of the canes at one third of the height of the plant.  Prune another third at two-thirds height and leave one-third alone.  This should make the plant bushy.  Mahonia and Aucuba (Gold dust plant) can also be pruned this way.

Do you have enough to do now?  Do not want to over load you but it is time for these garden chores.  Although we cannot come and do them for you, we can answer questions.  Call us at 542-2020 or 987-2028 or visit our website at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
