Week of July 16, 2000


Last Call in 2000 for These Garden Jobs

Willie Chance

They say ‘time marches on’.  Sometimes it seems to run or sprout wings and fly.  Can you believe the year is half gone?

Gardens really help us keep up with the passing of time.  Seasons change, flowers and fruits come and go.  We can see the departing day’s effects as they move through our gardens.

Don’t let the season pass you by.  There are a few jobs that need to be done now.  It will soon be too late.

If you want to re-seed areas in the lawn, do so quickly.  We usually recommend seeding late April through June.  You can probably get by with it now, but hurry!  Seed Bermudagrass,

centipede, zoysia or carpetgrass now so it has time to get established before the cold weather.  Otherwise the winter may kill it.

I see fescue planted in some areas.  We do not recommend this grass for our area.  It will grow for a while but usually dies out over time.  It cannot take our heat and humidity.  If you were going to seed it, September and October are the best times.

You can sod at any time of the year if you are very careful.  April through July is the best time.  Aerate or dethatch lawns as soon as possible.  They need time to recover before winter.

Prune spring flowering shrubs (azalea, forsythia, India hawthorn, etc.) one last time.  Most shrubs can be pruned from December to September 1 (February to September 1 is best).  Spring flowering plants start making flower buds in late summer and fall.  We prune them only from after bloom to mid-July to keep from cutting off the flowers.

Prune climbing roses, blueberries, blackberries and hydrangea after they bloom or fruit.  Contact us for details.

Plant a late crop of squash, cucumbers, tomatoes, peppers, okra, peas or beans now.  It may be too late to do so soon. Contact us for a vegetable gardening calendar.

One interesting way to get more tomato plants is to root your own.  Pinch suckers off existing plants.  Make sure they are clean and free of disease.  Root them in moist sand or potting soil in a shady place.  Keep them moist but not wet.  Check them several times a day.  You may want to put pot and all in a bag to keep it from drying out.

Pinch mums to make them bushier this fall.  Clean the dead out of perennial beds, 

re-fertilize if necessary and add mulch to prevent weeds.  Wait until fall to move or divide plants if possible.

Look for a copy of our newsletter, “The Garden Bench”, at your favorite garden center.  It lists current garden jobs and ideas and how to do them.  You can also get a copy at our office or have it delivered to you by E-mail.

Thank you for your patience as we have to handle many calls at this time of year.  We also have two vacancies nearby and this makes our job more challenging.  You can help by giving us a complete description of your problem when you contact us, by bringing in a sample when possible or by using E-mail.  Contact us at wchance@uga.edu or see our phone listing under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

