Answering Those Late Summer Garden Questions

August 21, 2003

I can tell that the seasons are changing.  I can sense this not because of cooling temperatures and shorter days but because I am beginning to get some of those late summer garden questions.

How do I kill kudzu?  Kudzu is a very aggressive perennial weed.  Perennial weeds take time to kill.  They have a large underground root.  This root has a lot of stored energy in it.  We have to repeatedly kill or cut back the weed until we deplete these food reserves.  You can do this by hand or use a herbicide.  Check the kudzu every month and cut back or treat with herbicide any re-growth.  This treatment may take years to be fully effective.

August is a good time to begin controlling kudzu.  Spray small areas of kudzu with Brush Be Gon.  If you have larger areas, call me for a recommendation. Remember that you must treat all of the kudzu at the same time.  I often have people call me who have inherited this weed from their neighbors.  If you do not treat all the weed at once, you can expect it to grow back quickly.  Work with your neighbor to eradicate this pesky weed.

You can also cut off individual plants and paint the cut stump with undiluted Brush Be Gon.  We have to use this method when kudzu comes up in shrub beds, since Brush Be Gon will kill shrubs.  This treatment should slow re-growth but expect to repeat the treatment until the kudzu dies.  These weed control methods also work well for poison ivy, cat briar and other woody plants and shrubs.  

Lightning struck my tree.  What can I do?  Will it die?  .  The lightning blast heats the water in the tree, creating an explosive force that blows the bark off and damages the vascular system under the bark. The larger the damaged area, the more likely the tree is to die.  

Often, no one can tell you definitely if the tree will die or not.  Some lightning injury is hard to see.  An arborist can estimate the size of the injury and give an opinion.  Call us if you need to hire an arborist to do this.  An arborist could also tell you how to deal with the damage.

Work quickly to reduce water loss by the tree.  If the wound is jagged, carefully smooth the edges with a knife. Cover the wound with pruning paint.  We usually do not recommend pruning paint but after a lightning strike, it may help. 

If the tree has lost many limbs on one side, hire an arborist to remove limbs on the other side to balance the tree.  

Give special care for several years to help the tree recover.   When soils dry out, water with one inch of water once a week.  Let the soil dry before you water again.  Fertilize the tree lightly and take care to protect the tree's roots from injury.  Contact us for a brochure on dealing with injured trees.

When do I . . . ?  We should stop pruning summer flowering shrubs and trees in mid-July.  Later pruning and fertilization may keep the plants from setting flower buds. If you see a few long shoots, you can remove them but do not shear these plants or cut them heavily now. 

Stop pruning and fertilizing other shrubs and trees in mid-September.  Pruning and fertilizing encourages new growth.  Stop doing these things early enough to give the new leaves a chance to ‘harden off’ so this growth does not die in the first frost.  

Do not fertilize centipede lawns after September first.  You can fertilize other lawns through mid-September. It is too late to seed lawns, but you can sod turf now.

How do I control those pesky ‘sugar ants’ coming into my home?  Those are probably Argentine ants.  Control them by sealing up sweets, cutting the bushes outside so that they do not touch the house and spray a perimeter around the house with a pesticide.  You can also use baits to kill these ants.  Contact us for a flier on controlling Argentine ants.
