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Rebecca (6) has decided to marry Jamie.  She met him at school.  Unfortunately, she does not know his last name - only that he is ‘adorable’.

Kindergarten romances seem to be common.  Elizabeth (now 7) had her eye on Kyle.  When asked why, she explained that he chases her at recess and he finishes his seat work quickly.  Sounds like good husband material to me!  Ben, on the other hand, likes her but could not capture her heart. He wanted to kiss her.  I did not think much of that myself!

Donna (now 37 and my wife) remembers Ryan Keith, the best looking guy in Wheeler AFB Kindergarten.  He had no teeth, a crew cut and freckles.  If that is what she likes, I reckon I will have to get a haircut, but I draw the line at pulling my teeth.

Old flames often cool.  Of course, some relationships grow sweeter with age.  It is so with plants.  Some grow on us, while others grow old quickly.  There are some plants that catch our eye and turn our heads, but that lose our affections the better we know them.  Let’s examine how to select plants that will find a permanent place in our hearts and landscapes.

Some gardeners adore euonymus.  It looks great in the pot, especially the golden variety.  However, I recommend you leave it right there - in the pot.  Unless, of course, you like to spray pesticides and fight insects.

Scale insects and powdery mildew love euonymus also.  You can push the branches apart, look inside the plant and see the scale all over the leaves.  The tops of the leaves get speckled and the small hard scales will be on the bottom often covered with a white powdery substance.

What is the cure?  Buy some other plant.  Consider dwarf yaupon, Carissa or rotunda holly.  If you want a plant with color, consider pygmy barberry or India Hawthorne.

Of course, I would not say never plant euonymus, but remember that you will have problems.  In fact, one euonymus, the burning bush, seems to have less of these problems and may be a better plant than its near relatives.

Another ‘love at first sight’ plant that deserves a closer look is helleri holly.  This is a great, small-leafed low growing holly for foundation plants.  You can prune its dense foliage into a low mound to go around porches, front doors and under windows.

The courtship often ends though when the weather dries out!  Helleri hollies prefer well-drained sites with regular watering.  As rainfall diminishes, they begin to die.  What should we do?  
Do not place them in hard clayey soils or where they will not be watered.  Also, avoid wet sites.  A much better plant for these locations is dwarf yaupon holly which is very similar, but a little taller.  Plant helleri only in good locations with irrigation. 

Also, most people over prune these shrubs.  Remember that plants must grow to live.  Do not cut off all their new growth.  They need it to survive.

A final caution in affairs of the heart.  Cupid has smitten many of us concerning azaleas.  However, let us be realistic.  They do best in shade in well-drained, moist sites.  They also like being mulched and watered once or twice a week very deeply.  This is especially important now, since they are setting flower buds for next year.  Stop pruning them now and water them regularly for the best flower show next year.

Do not let your heart run away with your head when selecting plants.  Let your passion for plants be guided by sound advice.  For advice with affairs of the heart (when it comes to plants) gardeners turn to the Houston County Extension Service.  Call us at 542-2020 or 987-2028.

