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Is It Time Yet?


Willie Chance


Many people ask me, “It it time yet to (insert your favorite garden job)?”  Scheduling is important in life and in the garden.  This is especially true since some jobs will not wait.  Make a list of garden jobs you need to do and another one of those you want to do.  Prioritize each list and then begin with number one on the ‘must do’ list.  Here are some garden projects that should be at the top of your list now.


Spring is on its way!  The average last frost date is about mid-March, but we can expect some frosts as late as early April.  


Wait until April to fertilize lawns, but you can prevent weeds now.  Apply Atrazine (for broadleaf weeds) or Balan, XL or Halts (for grassy weeds) around February 15 and again April 1.

These should prevent many summer weeds.  You must put them out before summer weeds come up - although Atrazine can also be used after weeds emerge.  This will help prevent the weeds coming up this spring and summer.  Do not use Atrazine on green Bermuda lawns.  Try not to use herbicides on lawns while they are greening up (usually in March and early April).  Herbicides may damage lawns at this susceptible growth stage.


Most weeds growing now should have been prevented with herbicides in early October and December.  Now you can mow them off and collect the clippings (to remove the seeds) or spray them.  Expect poor results with weed killers once weeds get large.  Two good references to help you identify your weed and its control are the “Weeds of Southern Turfgrasses” ($8) and the “Georgia Pest Control Handbook for Homeowners” ($10) available from our office.


Liriope may look bad now.  Improve its looks by mowing off the ugly leaves before new growth starts.  Do not mow it once the new leaves begin growing up the center.  Mow it off with a weed eater or mower set on a high setting.  Do not damage the crown of the plant when you do this.


Plant Irish potatoes, English peas, onions, greens, cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower now.  You can plant warm season vegetables starting in very late March or early April.


Fall is the best time to plant shrubs, trees and perennials but you can plant now, too.  Spring flowering bulbs should have been planted last year, but if you have some - get them in soon.  They may not bloom if planted too late.


Fertilize pecans in late February.  Spread 1 lb. of 10-10-10 with zinc evenly around each new tree.  Do not put it all in one place or bury it in holes.  Use 4 lb. per inch of trunk diameter for larger trees.  Spread it evenly under the tree to just beyond the branches spread.


If you need help making or prioritizing your garden list, get a copy of our bi-monthly home garden newsletter, The Garden Bench.  It is available at most garden centers in Houston County or at the Extension offices.  If your garden center does not have any, they can get them free from our office. You can also receive The Garden Bench as a free bi-monthly E-mail.  Send an E-mail to lewjarrell@juno.com to subscribe.


The Middle Georgia Landscape Calendar is another good resource.  Request it from the Houston County Extension office by E-mailing wchance@uga.edu  Our phone number is listed under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

