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Whew!  Things have been hectic at the Extension office lately.  My desk has been crowded with sick plants, strange insects, and pink messages for me to read and take care of.

Thank you for all your calls and questions.  It encourages us to know Houston County needs our services.  Thank you also for your patience as we return messages, write articles, do programs etc.  I know it takes a little while sometimes to get back in touch with you and your patience and understanding makes our work more pleasant and rewarding.

Here are a few questions concerned gardeners share with us.  Perhaps you may benefit if I pass them on to you.

Most insects are not harmful - only 3% harm plants.  However, many harmless insects are annoying when they move in on us.  Ants and millipedes are two such pests. 

 Ants will eat food stuffs, but generally are not serious pests.  Spraying inside will kill those that get in, but try to kill them before they come in.  Spray Diazinon or Dursban in a 6 foot wide band around the house.

Ants can also be controlled with bait stations.  The chemical is enclosed in a protective plastic shell that lets ants in and out.  One example is Combat.  Since ants feed each other, the poison is spread through the colony.

The surest method of ant control is mound treatment.  Find mounds and drench with a chemical solution.  Use one ounce of Malathion, one half ounce of Dursban or 1 ½ ounces of Diazinon per gallon of water.  Use enough water to wet the mound deeply.

Millipedes (also called million legs) have lots of legs, move fairly slowly, curl up when disturbed and are usually tan to brown (sometimes orange).  Dust Sevin in a 6 foot wide band around the house to try to kill them before they get in.  They eat organic matter (dead things) so don’t worry about your plants.

Bahia grass is a fast growing, tall grass that invades Houston lawns.  Two days after mowing it will have forked seed heads which make your finely mowed lawn look ragged.

There is no chemical that will kill it without damaging lawns.  Spray bahia patches with a high rate of Round Up.  Remember, this will also kill your lawn grass - so be careful when spraying.  On centipede lawns, you can spray Vantage to suppress bahia grass without killing the centipede.  Vantage only suppresses the bahia, it will not kill it all, and requires several sprays usually over several years.

Will centipede or other lawn grasses over take bahia?  I don’t know, but I doubt it.  Bahia is a tough grass.  To give your lawn the best chance though, determine it’s needs and then supply them.  Each lawn grass varies in its requirements.  For instance, centipede likes low fertility and mowing height (1 to 1 ½ inches) and about one inch of water every 5 to 7 days.  Give it what it likes and it may out grow the bahia.

Gardeners have been bringing us tomatoes lately - some to eat and some to look at.  Many tomatoes have rings or round spots of yellow or orange.  Often the plants have stunted leaves especially on top, that may be yellow or have red in them.  Those plants have tomato spotted virus.

The disease is spread by thrips - tiny insects often found in flowers.  Can you control them?  Not really.  If you spray for thrips, they can still transmit the disease before they die.  There is also no control after infection.  All we can do is pull up the plants.

Can you eat the tomatoes?  I do not know definitely - but people are eating them without any apparent harm.  They will probably be low quality though.

Sometimes the best question is the one not asked.  Let me ask you one.  Are you awash in squash?  Has your boat come in and it is loaded with zucchini, peppers, tomatoes?  You may have too much produce now, but consider the future.  Share your bounty but prepare for a future harvest with these tips.

Remove unwanted plants (if dead, dying, or you have too many) and refertilize others to extend harvest.  Plant two or more new plants of squash, cucumber, tomato, pepper, eggplant, etc.  for future harvest.  Keep fruit picked and plants watered for best results.  Spray squash and cucumber as needed (usually weekly) with Thiogard or Sevin to control borers..  Organic gardeners can spray B.t. but expect less control than with traditional insecticides.

Things are busy in the garden and in the Extension office.  Give us a call if we can help, but remember how many calls we get.  We will call you back if we miss your first call.  I will be on vacation next week - call our Perry office (987-2028) or call us in Warner Robins (542-2020) and leave a message for when I return.

