Week of April 28, 1996 - Sunday Sun


Insect Pests

Willie O. Chance III

Houston County Extension Agent

We have had many insect calls at the Extension office lately.  When temperatures heat up; insects start coming out of winter hiding, flying around and reproducing.  If insects cause a problem, what can we do to solve this problem?  The solution is as unique as each insect.

What can we do about all these bugs flying around my head?  Gnats reproduce in loose, moist soils while mosquitoes reproduce in water.  Gardeners and farmers are often plagued by them.  Gnats are especially troublesome now because of the cool moist soils.  What are these flying pests and how can we stop them?

I think we have several insect pests flying around right now.  One of the pests is the March fly.  They emerge in spring and early summer - hence the name March fly.  They reproduce in loose moist soils.  The young feed on plant roots and on decaying vegetation.  They are similar to love bugs and should be disappearing in the next few weeks as soils dry out and temperatures climb.

March flies do not bite people.  This is one reason I think we have more than one insect present.  People are being bitten and the March flies are not doing it.  Who is the culprit?

Biting insects may be mosquitoes or midges (also called No See 'Ums).  These insects are hard to see and may be biting us while the March flies hover around our heads.  Therefore the flies get the blame for the bites while the real culprit is elsewhere.

What can we do to control the pests?  We often want to spray something to kill the pests.  For flying insects this is not feasible.  Since they fly, we would have to spray chemicals in the air.  As soon as the wind blows, the chemical is gone.  Also, chemicals in the air can be inhaled.  This can make people sick.  So what can we do?

Repellants containing Deet may be helpful.  There are many types -- so read the label carefully.  Some repellants have a higher concentration of Deet than others.  Do not use Deet on small children.

Some people use Skin So Soft, a fragrance sold by Avon, to repel certain types of midges.  They have a type now the is used as a cream and also contains a sunblock.  It is especially useful for small children where you would not want to use Deet.

Mosquitoes breed in water.  Drain stagnant water or add mosquito eating fish (Gambusia) to pools.  The Department of Natural Resources can help you locate Gambusia.  A low toxicity mosquito killer is available that can be floated in ponds.  Call our office for more details.

Another yard invader is the carpenter bee.  These large black and yellow bees look like bumblebees.  They bore holes in wood.  They raise young bees in these tunnels.  Their tunnels can weaken wood and make it look unsightly.

To keep them out of your wood, paint the wood with enamel paint or a polyurethane finish.  An alternative is to spray the wood and especially the tunnels with a spray of Dursban or Diazinon.  Spray the chemical inside the tunnels.  After it is dry, seal the tunnels closed.

Fire ants are on the move also.  There are several ways to kill them.  I prefer using a drench.  It works quickly - within a day or so.  Baits work more slowly, taking up to several weeks to work, but can be less toxic.  Orthene soluble powder also works well.  Scatter it on the soil on the top of the mound.  Read and follow all label directions when using any chemicals.

To use a soil drench, find the mounds.  You can mark them somehow until they can be treated.  Pick one of these chemicals or others that will work.  Mix up two to three gallons of chemical using the rates listed here or on the label.  Pour the chemical into the mound totally saturating it.  This may take up to 2 gallons per mound.  The ants should be dead within a few days.  If not, do it again using more liquid.  Remember, to be effective, the chemical must reach the queen and kill her.

Chemical

Rate  per gallon
Orthene TTO 

3/4 Tablespoon

Sevin 50WP

2 ounces

Dursban 2EC

½ ounce

Diazinon 4E

1 to 1 and ½ ounces

Malathion 5EC
1 ounce

Finally, remember that not all insects are harmful.  If you can live with the pests you may want to live and let live.  When confronted with a problem, identify the insect, determine if there is a problem and then decide how to control it.  For help in any of these areas you can draw on the resources of the University of Georgia by calling your local Extension office.  We can be reached at 542-2020 in Warner Robins or 987-2028 in Perry.
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Read other Houston County Extension service articles in these newspapers:

Willie Chance in the garden section of The Sunday Sun
Larry Willingham in The Houston Times Journal
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