Week of March 26, 2000


Indian Hawthorn, A Spring Favorite

Willie Chance

One of my girls was waiting for grandmother to visit.  We have a large window in our living room.  She told me that a picture window is a good place to wait for grandma.

Somewhat like small children look for grandmother’s arrival, so gradeners await spring.  We cannot wait to till the soil, to plant a seed and to try out our newest garden center selections.

As I travel, I window-garden.  It is like window-shopping, only I look at gardens - not stores.  I see some beautiful plants blooming now.  One of them is the Indian hawthorn.

Indian hawthorn blooms about the time azaleas do.  They can take full sun better than azalea and are a little less tempermental.  They make a good replacement for azalea in sunny areas, though their bloom is less showy.  They also come in just two flower colors - white and pink.

The flowers are smaller than azalea.  They have five petals and look like crab apple blooms.  They even have small, roundish purple fruit 3/8" to 1/2" in diameter.  The fruit ripen in fall and last through the winter, though they are often hidden by the foliage.

The leaves are dark green and oval one to one and a half inch long.  They can turn slightly purple in the winter but stay on the plant all year.

The plant prefers full sun locations and well drained but moist soils.  Once established, it can tolerate some drought.  It also seems to withstand restricted root space and can grow in planters and containers.

This does not mean it is without problems.  It gets the same leaf spot that gets on red tip photinias.  The disease is not generally as bad though on Indian hawthorn.  Plant to prevent this problem by selecting resistant varieties and planting in full sun, well-drained and open areas.

Another consideration in variety selection is plant height.  Many Indian hawthorn varieties are fairly low and spreading.  They do well as foundation plantings or ground covers.  Others are taller and make good specimen plants.

Here are a few disease resistant varieties.  There may be more, but select varieties resistant to the photinia leaf spot.

Two to three foot tall hawthorn - Eleanor Tabor (pink), 

Georgia Petite (white) and Olivia (pink). 

 Four to five foot tall hawthorn - Georgia Charm (white) 

and Clara (white).

Planting resistant varieties does not mean you will not have the disease.  It only means the plant will resist it.  Other control measures include raking up fallen leaves, not wetting the leaves from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and spraying when leaves come out with Immunex or Daconil.

Perhaps you would like to enjoy Indian hawthorn out of your front window.  They are hardy shrubs that look good throughout the year with a little care.  Just follow these suggestions for best results.

For more information E-mail the Houston County Extension Service at

wchance@uga.edu   We also have a bi-monthly newsletter you can subscribe to by sending us your E-mail address.  Our web site is at www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
