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One man's trash is another man's treasure.  This has shown to be so true lately.  As landfills fill up, and no one wants another one in their back yard, we find new ways to keep things out of the landfills.  We can throw things away or we can turn trash to treasure by recycling, composting and reusing wastes.

Getting more use out of what we throw away is the idea of the new Houston County trash handling system.  The county has contracted with Sullivan Environmental Services to provide curbside pickup for citizens in unincorporated areas of Houston County.  For this system to work, we need to understand it and handle trash properly.

By the week of April 20, all customers should have two containers--a 95-gallon household trash cart and an 18-gallon recycling bin.  Four kinds of trash will be picked up on various schedules--recyclable trash, household garbage, yard waste and bulk waste.  A handout with a pickup schedule will be delivered with your trash bins.

Recyclable trash includes newspapers, plastics, and aluminum and tin cans.  Plastics include soda bottles, milk jugs, and opaque water jugs.  Labels do not have to be removed from cans but all containers must be rinsed clean.  Put all recyclable items in the 18-gallon bin and they will be picked up twice monthly.

General household wastes go in the 95-gallon cart which is emptied weekly.  No car parts, tires, building materials, hazardous waste, liquid paints, or other unacceptable materials should go in this cart.  All waste must fit in with the lid closed.

Since this cart will be dumped mechanically, it must be placed in an accessible spot.  Sullivan Environmental will paint a temporary dot in a good location to put the cart.  You can pick your own spot, but it should be 10 feet from any vehicle, 5 feet from other items and within  2 feet of the curb with the arrows on the cart pointing toward the road.

Take care of the cart.  It belongs to the county.  It will need to be washed occasionally.  Put a small scoop of laundry detergent in the cart and then rinse it out.  The cart should remain at your address.  If you move, do not take it with you.  Call Sullivan Environmental before you move or if you have any questions. 

Yard wastes are picked up on the same day as household garbage.  This includes leaves, grass clippings, brush and other vegetation.  Do not put lumber, plastics, large limbs or materials from major land cleaning jobs or trees removed by a company in with yard wastes.  Individual materials must be no more than 5 feet in length or 40 pounds  in weight.  Bag yard wastes in sturdy bags and pile within 2 feet of the curb and at least five feet from the cart.

Bulk wastes like appliances and furniture will be picked up on request. Call Sullivan Environmental at least two days before pickup.  Bulk waste pickups will be arranged no more than twice a month.  The county will not pick up dead animals, construction materials, hazardous wastes and stable wastes.

Recycling is a big step toward reducing trash and using our resources more efficiently.  We can all help by knowing what is recyclable and handling it properly.  Improperly handled containers are not recyclable.  Do not put recyclables in the household garbage.  Let us all work together and do our part.

Composting is another method of reducing wastes.  Most yard waste and some household wastes can be turned into valuable compost.  Compost is terrific as a mulch and soil additive.  Some avid gardeners call it "black gold.”  Turn trash to treasure by recycling and composting.

Enviroshopping is a final method of trash reduction.  Buy packages that produce little  waste.  Buy in quantity, reuse packages and recycle when possible.

Houston County is turning trash to treasure.  We can all do our part by recycling, reusing, composting, and reducing the trash we produce.  For more information on recycling, composting or Enviroshopping, call the Houston County Extension Service at 987-2028 or 542-2020.  For information on trash pickup procedures, call Sullivan Environmental at 987-1411.  For information on billing, call the Houston County Public Works department at 987-4280.

