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Houston Lawns Are Invaded By The Fuzzies

Willie Chance

Our home has been invaded by fuzzy things.  We already had an outside cat and a backyard rabbit.  Recently, the poultry at the farm supply dealer became too cute to resist and we bought a duck and a chicken.  I wanted to name the duck, ‘Peking Duck’ but the kids objected.  As they put it, “You don’t eat family members.”

Now, two kittens are spending a few days in our bathroom until they get adopted.  Have you ever noticed how hard it is to brush your teeth while needle-teethed fuzz balls attack your ankles?  One kitten we had once was so playful that it chased our youngest daughter and she climbed into the sink and called for us until we rescued her.

Furry things can make life interesting.  What would life be without squirrels, birds and pets?  Lately though, it is our lawns that are invaded by fuzzy things.

A few weeks ago, some Houston lawns turned cottony white.  It looked like it had snowed or cotton was strewn over the lawn.

This fuzzy look is caused by a small weed called facelis.  It is a winter annual weed.  This means it comes up in late fall or winter and grows in the cool season of the year.  In spring it produces seed with soft, white, bristly hairs.

The weed is small (four to six inches tall) with alternate wedge shaped leaves with a small tooth at the tip.  They are not very noticeable.  We just overlook them until they turn fuzzy.

The fuzz is their seeds they produce as they die.  It is their way of saying, “Farewell, we will see you next year!”  So now is not the time to control them.

Prevent them with a spray of Atrazine October 30 and again December 15.  Do not use Atrazine on green Bermudagrass.  Once it has germinated, kill it with Weed Be Gon, 33 Plus or similar compounds.

The best weed control is a healthy lawn.  Facelis is worse on thin lawns.  Drought, low fertility or pH or hard clayey soils can cause this.  Analyze your lawn and correct any of these problems you see.

Drought is probably the biggest problem now.  It has been dry for about two years.  Water lawns with one inch of water when they get dry.  Turn on the sprinkler system and put something under it to catch water.  See how long it takes to put out an inch.  Water this much each time.

Wait until the lawn dries well to water again.  The grass will turn grey, the leaves will roll and you can see footprints remaining on the lawn when the grass gets dry.  Most lawns will not need watering more than once a week.  If they do, you may have a problem - poor rooting or hard soils.

To prevent or cure your ‘fuzzy problem’ or other difficulties you can contact the Houston County Extension Service.  E-mail us at wchance@uga.edu or see our web site at 

www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston Our phone number is listed under Houston County Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

