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Fuzzy, scruffy, scraggly and somewhat woolly.  That is how your county agent looks now.  I am growing a beard in preparation for the Second Baptist Church Passion Play (April 2, 3, and 4 in the Warner Robins Civic Center--don't miss it!)  I hope to look "Biblical" then, but for now I am in that intermediate stage.  I look like I lost my razor.  Someone even said I look like Yogi the bear.  
Unfortunately, Houston County lawns look unshorn now, also.  They look like shaggy dogs that have grown clumps and coverings of various weeds.  How do we recover that cared for look?

A lawn is a weed's natural habitat.  Expect to see some.  You cannot kill them all.  They are worse now because the lawn is dormant and we have not been mowing.  Summer weeds get mowed regularly, to keep them in check.

Most weeds we have now are winter annuals.  They often germinate in the late fall or winter and have slowly established themselves.  As temperatures climb, they stick their heads up and really begin to grow.  Soon they will go to seed in preparation for next years crop.  They will then die.  In March, expect to see the summer annual weeds begin to come up.

Many weeds are more easily prevented than cured once we have them.  A pre-emergence herbicide is applied to the ground before weeds come up.  It prevents them getting started.  Many winter annual weeds could have been prevented by applying these type weed preventers in late September or early October.  Most of these type chemicals must be used before weeds come up.  Timing is critical.

There are several type of pre-emergence herbicides.  Atrazine prevents broad leaf weeds better, while Balan (benefin) or XL work better on grasses. Do not use Atrazine on green Bermuda grass lawns, it may burn them.  It is okay to use on dormant Bermuda.

Some weed & feed fertilizers have these pre-emergence chemicals in them.  The problem with them is that the fertilizer should be applied in April while the weed killer should go out now.  There is no one best time to use them.  I suggest waiting until April to use them but by then weed control may be poor.  It is more effective to use the fertilizer and weed control separately.

What should I do about my shaggy lawn now?  First of all keep the weeds from going to seed.  A good mowing will help. Mow twice, collecting all the clippings to remove the seeds.  Throw clippings away, do not compost them.

Some post-emergence (after the weeds come up) weed killers may help now.  Since weeds are so big, expect poor control.  Most broad leaf weeds can be killed with a three way mixture commonly on the market.  It goes under various names--Weed B Gon, 33 Plus, Tripower and others.  Ask your garden center for help.

If you have wild garlic or onion, let it grow up tall.  Then spray with Image.  Wait four weeks and mow. You will probably have to treat again next year.

Florida betony is another problem weed.  It has one to two inch long leaves arranged opposite to each other on the stem and white rattlesnake rattle-like tubers on the roots.  It is a hard to control perennial weed.  Spray with Atrazine in the lawn.  Use Round Up elsewhere.  Finale or Next Day will also kill the top, but will may not be quite as effective on this weed.  Round Up, Finale and Next Day will kill other plants, so keep it off of them.  Spray as needed for several years and you may kill it.

For more information on taming your weedy lawn, call the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or 987-2028.  We have a nice weed identification book you can order or some free publications.

