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A very attractive lady wanted me to identify a spider she found.  She described him as 3/4" long, jade green and translucent.  He looked like he had a white hat on, with brown polka dots on it and white wraparound sunglasses on.  (Oh yes,( she said, (He also has brown eyes.(  I still don(t know what kind of spider he was, but he is a snappy dresser.

At the Houston County Extension Office, we get calls on all types of pests, ants, roaches, fleas, squirrels, etc., often invade our homes and gardens.  Most are harmless, but some can harm plants, property, and people.  We have to identify them before we can control them.

We get requests from many types of people.  Some like insects, while others abhor them.  The lady with the spider described him as (cute(, though many people would not describe a spider this way, no matter HOW he was dressed.  Often our response to multi-legged creatures depends on our outlook.

 Do you want to squish it, study it, or make it a pet?  In the case of the (spider lady(, she has seen many bugs before.  She just happened to be my wife.  County agent wives have to get used to creepy, crawly things.  Insect pests abound now.  You need to identify what you find before you treat it.  Here is a brief description of insects we are seeing now.

Fire ants are common.  Their large mounds are frequently found through out our lawns and gardens.  The ants are red-brown and aggressive.  Someone once said their scientific name means (the unconquered ant(.

Fire ants are easiest controlled with mound drenches.  Find the mound and drench with a gallon of water with ( ounce of Dursban, 1 ounce of Malathion, or 1 ( ounces of Diazinon in it.  You can use baits.  They tend to be safer, but slower acting.  They can take several weeks to work.  Apply baits every 6 months or so for best control.  Affirm, Logic, Award and Amdro are examples of baits.  

Fleas are a notable problem in yards and gardens.  You must control them in every part of the yard for full control.  Treat infested areas, clean, or destroy pet bedding and treat the pets all at the same time.  A second spray is usually needed for best control.

We often use two chemicals for the first spray - Permethrin or Dursban to kill the adults, and Methoprene or Fenoxycarb, to keep the fleas from recurring.  On the second spray, just use the Permethrin or Dursban.

Bees are beneficial insects, some of the most important in the world.  They produce honey and pollinate many food crops.  However they and their cousins, wasps and bumble bees, are menaces when they build their nests near our houses.

Bees are usually not very aggressive until you get near their homes.  Then they will sting unmercifully.  Of course, they are defending their home and young so you can understand their reason for this.

Try not to kill them since they are helpful, but if you must - do it this way.  Wait until nightfall.  Mix up two gallons of liquid Sevin.  Have a safe place (where bees cannot get to you) prepared to run to.  This could be a car, house, etc.  Throw the chemical on the entrance of the hive and run immediately.  Do not delay to see if it gets on them.  Wait two days and go back to check out the situation.  Do it again if necessary.

Insects can be (cute( or dangerous, depending on your outlook and the type of bug.  For your bug problems call the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or 987-2028.  

