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Hornets are Faster than a Speeding Bullet

Like most kids that grew up in the 50’s and 60’s, I was impressed by the Superman TV show. Recently a lot of folks have called with questions about an insect that reminds me of Superman – the European Hornet. You see, compared to other insects the European Hornet is faster than a speeding bullet. It looks more powerful than a locomotive…well, you get the idea!

At first glance, the European Hornet reminds me of a yellow jacket on steroids. It can be up to one and one-half inch long. It has yellow markings on its abdomen and has a brownish head and thorax. This gives rise to its two other common names, the “Brown”

or “Giant Hornet.” The European hornet has another unusual characteristic besides it

intimidating size. Unlike most wasps and hornets, they fly at night. Porch lights, flood

lights, and lighted windows attract them. They are drawn to the lights in search of prey.

European hornets feed on a variety of insects. Unfortunately, the hornets seem to have a

knack for discovering holes in window screens and entering homes.

European hornets can also damage some plants in the landscape. On occasion,

they may girdle the stems of some woody ornamentals and feed on the sap that

accumulates. If heavy feeding occurs there may be enough girdling injury to kill some

shrubs. This has not been a wide-spread problem, however.

The European hornet builds a paper nest. Unlike our common Bald-faced hornet

the European hornet likes to build in protected areas. They prefer hollow trees, under the

fenders of abandoned cars, or under the eaves of homes and outbuildings. The population

of these hornets increases through the summer. This time of year the colony has reached

its maximum size so they are seen more frequently. Fortunately, the European hornet

does not normally attack people. If you agitate them by swatting at them or disturbing

their nest then, that is another story. Remember, you don’t pull on Superman’s cape and

you don’t mess around with European hornets!

If European hornets have chosen to build their nests in a location where they

become a hazard to family members and guests then you will need to control them. The

first step is to actually locate the nest. Carefully inspect the eaves of your home and

outbuildings and then check tree cavities and other likely nesting sites nearby. Insect

activity is usually highest in the morning hours so that might be a good time to look for

hornets flying out of knot holes in trees etc. Once you find the nest, it is best to treat in

the evening hours when most of them will be in the nest. Aerosol “Wasp and Hornet”

killers that shoot up to 20 feet are a good choice. Before treating have an escape route

planned. Apply the spray directly to the entrance of the nest and give it a good soaking.,

not just a quick shot! Once you have treated the nest get indoors to an area of safety. If

you don’t feel lucky or if the nest is in an inaccessible area like the wall of your home,

call a professional pest control company.

If  European hornets are not making your life miserable I recommend that you

leave them alone. Treating their nests can be risky business especially for elderly

homeowners. The hornets will disappear anyway when cold winter weather arrives.

Freezing weather is like Kryptonite to these super insects! The European hornet seldom

uses the same nest site the following year so they won’t be back in the same location. In

the mean time, you can reduce your outside light usage so that fewer hornets are attracted

to your home.

