Week of June 20, 1999


Home Grown Fun

Willie Chance

We have done enough work lately.  Let’s play!  And who knows how to play better than kids.  Here are a few ways to enjoy your lawn.  I learned them from some people who used to be kids.  Of course, unfortunately, they grew up - at least on the outside.  I discovered in my research for this article, though, that some adults are just large bodies with a kid inside.

The biggest kid I know is my father.  He taught us to trust God, to love life and to work hard.  One of the best things I learned from him was to enjoy what you do.  He did not need fancy toys to enjoy himself.  He would manufacture fun with what he had.

As June rolls around, the white grubs in the soil emerge as large beetles.  They buzz the landscape looking for food.  One is the June beetle or ‘June bug.’  These iridescent green beetles are found feeding on ripe fruit - figs, peaches, etc.


Dad would catch them, tie a thread to their back leg and turn them lose.  You have a self-flying kite - a flying pet on a leash.  Don’t tie the string too tightly or the leg may come off and do not use too heavy a string.  After they tire, untie and release them.  Look for the beetles in June or in early July.

In dry sandy areas, protected from rain, look for the V-shaped holes of the doodle bug or ant lion.  These ugly critters sit at the bottom waiting for ants to ‘drop in.’  Then they eat them.  As best I know, they are the larvae of a dragonfly-like insect.  Put ants in a hole and look for them to throw sand to knock him down.  Then they catch and eat them.  You can scoop up the insect to see them.  They are fat and oval on one end with pinchers on the other.  Since they are dirt colored, they are hard to see.  They are helpful, since they eat ants.

Cousin Sandra talks of catching July flies.  (I think they are what we call Katydids.)  They look like long, skinny, pale green grasshoppers with thin legs.  They can fly much like grasshoppers.  They would catch them, put them in a croaker sack with some dog fennels, as food and they would soon be off fishing.

Catalpa worms make great fish bait also.  They are only found on the tree that carries their name.  In fact they eat all the large heart-shaped leaves off the tree.  The tree does not seem to mind, though, and grows right back.  These caterpillars are black and yellow or white with a soft black spine on their tail.  They are the larvae of a large moth.

Ever grunt earthworms?  Neither have I, but I have heard from several sources that you can drive a stick in the ground in moist places (or use a cut off stump) and rub it to make a grunting sound.  Tapping it also works.  This makes the earthworms come up in a little while.  Try it and let me know how it works.  Just don’t let your neighbors see you doing it.  

An ounce of lemon dishwashing detergent in a gallon of water poured over a wormy spot will also make them come up.  This kills them, however, (No fun!) and you cannot use them for fishing or whatever.

Make some fun this week.  Do it with a grown-up kid or an immature kid.  Make some memories in the garden spot.

For more information, contact the Houston County Extension Service at 542-2020 or 

E-mail uge2153b@arches.uga.edu or see our Website at http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/ga/houston
