February 5, 2004

What Spring Brings to my Garden
Someone said that spring is on its way because the groundhog did not see his shadow. I would love to see spring soon but I am not sure that I trust the predictions of fat critters living in holes in the ground.

As temperatures climb, more than ground hogs appear in gardens.  Many gardeners emerge as well, only to find their garden drastically different from the way they left it in the fall.  Here are a few of the things we can see in the garden as we approach spring.

What is this wiry green weed growing in my lawn? Henbit sounds like an angry chicken pecking people.  It is actually an annual weed that starts growing now and really gets big in the spring.  It has green to purple square stems.  It grows low to the ground in small clumps.  The leaves are opposite each other on the stem and are broadly oval with short blunt teeth on them.  The flowers appear in the spring and are reddish-purple and longer than they are wide.

Henbit is an annual and therefore easier to control.  Spray with Atrazine now and again in 30 to 45 days.  Do not use Atrazine on green Bermuda lawns.  It will burn them.  You can use Atrazine on Bermuda lawns after the grass turns fully brown.  
Another option is to spray Weed Be Gon, 33 Plus or similar herbicides. These help to control henbit and many other broadleaf weeds.  These herbicides will work much better when temperatures are warm.

Read the label to see exactly what weeds each one kills.  Read and follow all label directions when using any chemical.
My plant is budding out.  What should I do?  There is not an easy way to keep plants from blooming out early. Do not worry.  A late frost may burn back the flowers and leaves but will not usually kill a healthy plant. We should just wait until early April to fertilize and prune on schedule as needed.
How can I enjoy my flowers indoors? Plants can be forced to bloom inside like they do outside.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Once buds begin to swell, you can cut branches of flowering trees and shrubs and put them in water to bloom indoors.  This works well with quince, forsythia and pussy willow but you can also try azalea, cherry, dogwood and pear.
Cutting the flower buds just before bloom works best, but they can be cut earlier.  Mash the cut end with a hammer.  Immediately place the cut stems in a vase of water.  Replace the water daily for best results.  Here are some suggestions of what to force bloom and when to cut them.

Shrubs



Cutting Time


Time to Bloom
________________________________________________________________________

Azalea




late January to


3-6 weeks






early February




Crabapple



mid-March



2-3 weeks

Flowering Cherry


late January



3-4 weeks






mid-March



2-3 weeks

Flowering Dogwood


mid-March



2-4 weeks

Flowering Pear


late January



2-5 weeks






to mid-March

Willow



February



1-2 weeks

You can also enjoy hardy violets inside - the kind we grow in our yards.  Their leaves may be yellow but there is life below ground.  Dig the entire clump.  Plant it in a pot and place in a sunny window to grow.  Water lightly with liquid fertilizer after growth starts.  The flowers should come in time.
