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Hurricane Frances has come and gone. It has been a while since most of us were involved in that big of a storm. When we have weather like this we have some unusual concerns.

I have some trees damaged. Can you recommend someone to take them down? I cannot recommend tree surgeons or arborists. It would not be fair to one company to recommend another. I can tell you how to select a company. These suggestions are taken from the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) and UGA Extension Forester Kim Coder.
Check the phone book under Trees, Tree Service or Tree Care Service. Any company can advertise in the yellow pages but finding them here should indicate the company is somewhat permanent.

Beware of door-knockers. These are more common after storms. It does not mean they are not competent, but check them out carefully. 

Have a written agreement with your tree service company. Verbal agreements are easily misunderstood.  

Ask to see certificates of insurance, including proof of liability for personal and property damage and workman’s compensation. In some situations, the homeowner can be held responsible if an uninsured worker is hurt on their property or if damage is done to neighboring property.
Never be rushed into decisions by offers of incentives, “Sign today and we will give you a discount!” Never pay in advance.

Ask for local references and go see some of their work. Talk to their past clients. Look for experience, education and a good reputation. Ask if the arborist is a member of a professional organization. This will not guarantee competence but may help to select a professional.

Get more than one bid. Do not expect them to match others bids. A professional will often cost more than an amateur. Be willing to pay for estimates if you must. Two or more opinions and estimates may be worthwhile.
Knowledgeable arborists will recommend topping trees only in rare instances. One instance may be after major crown damage to save the tree. 

Good arborists are generally unwilling to remove living trees except as a last resort. Good tree service companies generally offer a variety of services like pruning, fertilization, pest control etc. For more information on tree care or tree service companies, see the ISA website at www.treesaregood.com/
How do I know if my damaged tree will live? This is a difficult question to answer. Tree professionals can give opinions, but some situations are hard to determine. I usually am more concerned about tree hazards. Will the tree fall or lose branches? These can cause safety concerns.
Many tree professionals can evaluate trees for these problems and suggest needed care. See the information above on selecting a company. The ISA also has a certification program to train arborists. To find an ISA certified arborist – go to the ISA website. If you want to learn more about tree hazards, see this site - www.na.fs.fed.us/spfo/pubs/howtos/ht_haz/ht_haz.htm

Disasters like storms, drought, flooding, freezes and fires create concerns with more than just trees. UGA has developed a website to deal with natural disasters and the problems they cause. There you can also find information on food and water handling, dealing with flooding and other damage and many other concerns. See this site at http://interests.caes.uga.edu/disaster/
