
Everyone knows there are many benefits from having your own garden. Feeling a sense of pride as you watch the fruits, (flowers, perennials, or vegetables, as the case may be) of your labor begin to flourish is just one of them. And your garden doesn’t ever have to be boring or the same each year. Here are some creative ideas that will give you something creative to try for your next planting.

Plant a food theme garden: Vegetable gardening with a theme can be great fun for all ages. Plant the ingredients that, when harvested, make a favorite food. Theme ideas include  pizza garden, a stir-fry garden, or salsa gardens

A garden of green ($): Perhaps colors and themes are of no interest to you, maybe it’s profiting from your garden that’s more important.  In that case, decide on what would thrive best based on the amount of space, soil, lighting, and drainage conditions of your garden.

Ornamental vegetable garden: Many people use vibrant flowers and shrubs to brighten and beautify their outdoor spaces.  By using vegetables for this same purpose, you’ll not only have the curb appeal, you’ll reap the rewards of having your own supply of produce!  

Rainbow vegetable garden: Gardening is ideal for artistically expressing yourself in a unique way.  If you have a favorite, signature color or perhaps even three or four, consider planting based on these colors.  You may be surprised at the assortment of colors produced by some of the most common vegetables.  

Design a memorial garden by installing plants in a heart-shaped design.  As a tribute, select plants that were your loved one's favorites.

Install a rain garden to put rainwater to further use.  Rain gardens are designed to capture and absorb storm water runoff.  Rain-garden plants must be able to survive flooding for 48 hours.  They must also be able to tolerate prolonged periods of dry weather, too, and even drought. 

Plan a Valentine garden for your special valentine.  It should be a brightly flowered garden full of fragrance and floral delight.  Plant flowers in the traditional Valentine color palette of bright red, pinks, and white.  Or start a rose garden.  This sunny garden would peak in late summer when Valentine's Day is all but forgotten!

Remember, the size or type of your crop doesn’t matter quite as much as the care and dedication it needs to make it plentiful.  
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