Some Questions Have No Easy Answer
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Why do we park on drive ways and drive on parkways? Why do we send cargo on ships and shipments by cars or trucks? Why isn’t phonetic spelled the way it sounds? Why do we pay tolls on free ways? Why is rush hour traffic the slowest of the day? (P.S. See this site for more - http://www.ticon.net/~turbo/DriveWAY-ParkWAYanswers.htm)
Some questions seem to have no easy answer. I like easy questions. When should I prune? When should I plant? Some problems have no simple solution. I often have to give people answers they do not want to hear. There is no easy solution to many garden problems.
Why don’t my gardenias bloom?  Gardeners have long tried to resolve the problem of why some plants do not bloom. Typically, if a blooming plant has all it needs to grow properly, then it should bloom. I suggest gardeners review the needs of their specific plant and see if there is something lacking in the culture of that plant. This could prevent bloom. Another possibility is that the plant is stressed by improper watering or some pest.
In the case of gardenias, they prefer full sun to partial shade, well drained soils high in organic matter and a soil pH from 5.0 to 6.5. Water the plants deeply wetting the soil to twelve inches deep. Let the soil dry before watering again. Do not water more often than every week or so.
Pests that affect gardenia include whiteflies (a small moth-like fly that sucks plant juices and can cause a black sooty mold to grow on the leaves) and nematodes (A microscopic worm living in the soil that attacks plant roots). We can cure whitefly problems, but not nematode infestations. Contact your local Extension Office for more information.

My euonymus has white powdery spots on the leaves. What can I do about it?  Euonymus is an evergreen shrub with one to two inch leaves with slightly scalloped edges. One variety has bright yellow leaves and is appropriately called ‘golden euonymus.’
The disease is a common one. Powdery mildew is a fungus disease that creates a white powdery covering over the leaves. This powdery growth may appear in spots. Although powdery mildew affects many plants, the type of powdery mildew that is on one plant will not often move to other plants. This powdery mildew will spread to other euonymus but probably not to other plants in the yard.
Certain plants are prone to certain problems. This is one of those plants. Euonymus often has powdery mildew if the weather is right. High humidity contributes to powdery mildew.
Spraying is probably not a good control for this disease. Fungicide sprays do not kill fungi. The sprays only keep the disease from spreading. You would have to spray repeatedly whenever the disease appears to get control. Spraying would end when the plant dies.
I suggest that you either ignore the problem or replace the plant with a hardy species. I know this is hard for some people, but this should reduce maintenance and improve your garden.

What do I do about all these whiteflies flying through the landscape? We are seeing an emergence of citrus whitefly now. These are very common now. The whiteflies can attack several plants like gardenia, ligustrum, privet, citrus, chinaberry and viburnum. The whiteflies also land on other plants.

Do not worry too much about a few whiteflies in the landscape. Check these plants I listed to see if the whiteflies are attacking it. If these plants show signs of a heavy infestation, you may want to spray.
You may just want to wait. These whiteflies should disappear in a while and may return in July. Try to avoid spraying if you can. 
Chemicals that help manage whiteflies include imidacloprid, horticultural oils, insecticidal soap, bifenthrin or cyfluthrin. Read and follow all label directions when using pesticides. 
Whitefly control is very difficult so expect to use several sprays. One pesticide that could perhaps control whiteflies with a single treatment is imidacloprid. It must be used properly to be effective. Do not expect any pesticide to control all whiteflies (or any other bug for that matter).

