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The harsh weather this year has taken its toll on our gardens.  Late freezes and drought especially have damaged and killed plants.  This makes things look bad in the landscape.  Today I will tell you how to renovate and rejuvenate your garden to make it look and grow better.

First, remove dead and dying plant material.  Cut out dead limbs to where they branch off the main plant.  Remove dead or severely damaged plants.  Many people try to “doctor” plants and get them to recover, but if so much of the plant is dead that the natural growth form is affected - cut the plant out.  This is especially true of trees.

Shrubs can die back and recover and still look good.  Shrubs branch a lot from the base so they can recover their shape.  Trees have one to a few main trunks.  Once a trunk dies, it should be removed.  If the main trunk or trunks of a tree dies - most of the time you should replace the tree.  Even if the tree regrows, the shape of the tree will be affected.

If shrubs or trees die back, find out why.  Too much or too little water are likely causes.  Water trees infrequently (about once a week) and water deeply.  Wet the soil to a depth of 12 inches.

Remove dead and faded flowers from plants.  This is especially important with crape myrtles.  Removing the seed heads after flowering may force the plant to bloom again. By removing them after the second bloom - you may get a third bloom.  Water plants as needed.

Remove faded flowers from other plants like roses and bedding plants.  This keeps the plant from putting energy into producing seeds and may encourage them to re-bloom.  Fertilize and water.  Remember fertilizer does no good, and  may actually burn plants, if there is no water present.  

Wildflowers can be drastically renovated after bloom.  Mow them off with a lawnmower set at it’s highest setting.  Perennials like yarrow and verbena can be cut to within a few inches of the ground.  Cut gaillardia, garden mums and most veronicas back by half to re-bloom them in early fall.  Do not use the mower on these plants though.  

Petunias can be cut back, watered and fertilized to come again.  However if petunias and begonias begin to look too bad - you may want to replace them with summer annual varieties of dianthus, marigolds, zinnias, petunias or geraniums.  Another idea is to remove them and wait until near frost to put in petunias.

Once new growth appears after renovation, fertilize with one pound of 10-10-10 per 100 square feet.  Repeat this at half this rate in two weeks and these flowers may bloom until frost.

Rake up and dispose of dead leaves around shrubs and trees.  This makes the yard look better and gets rid of leaves that may be harboring diseases.  This is especially important in controlling leaf spot on red tip photinia and black spot on roses.  Replace or re-new mulch around shrubs.  Usually you can just add a little new pine straw or bark to beds to improve the color of the mulch.  Mulches should be two to four inches deep.  Mulches that are too deep may begin to suffocate roots.  Water deeply after mulching.

It is too late for drastic lawn renovation, but you can rake out dead grass.  Sharpen or replace your mower blade (remove spark plug wire before removing blade and be careful).  Mow at the proper height removing no more that 1/3 of the grass at any time.  Raise the mowing height, if possible, during dry conditions. 

Proper mowing height depends on grass type:

Grass





Mowing Height (inches)
Common Bermuda grass, Carpet grass


1 - 2

Hybrid Bermuda grass, Zoysia



.5 - 1.5

Centipede grass





1 - 1.5

St. Augustine






2 - 3

If you have problem spots, soil sample to see if the problem is hard soils, dry spots, low pH or nematodes.  Call our office for details.

Centipede grass is our number one lawn grass.  It is supposed to have a yellow green color.  It is best not to fertilize so much as to make it dark green.  This may lead to decline problems.  You can, however, apply iron to the lawn to try to green it up.  July is a good time to do this. 

Summer is a good time to renovate your landscape.  A little work now will dress up your yard and garden and prepare it for the rest of the year.  Take care, though when working in the yard when it is hot.  Avoid working during the hottest times of the day, rest often and seek shade and water often.  Be on the look out for signs of heat exhaustion - headaches, dizziness or lack of perspiration.  It does no good to renovate your lawn if you are in the hospital because of the heat.

Call the Extension Office at 542-2020 in Warner Robins or 987- 2028 in Perry for information on those or other garden ideas.  

