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My grandfather ran a country store and never went anywhere except to revival

meetings and funerals. His one indulgence was fishing. He loved to fish. I can still

remember the time he caught his biggest fish, a huge largemouth bass. He had been

fishing for hours when the big bass hit. His line was a little light for the monster but he

skillfully played the fish until he could get it to the bank.

At the exact moment he reached for the fish the line broke and it flopped down

the bank headed back toward the water. Grand Daddy jumped on the ground trying to

grab the fish and lost his glasses in the process. It was a scene of total chaos as my grand

paw, blind as a bat without his glasses, feverishly splashed at the pond’s edge for the

flopping fish yelling,” Where’d it go? Where’d it go?” Somehow he managed to find the

giant bass among the rushes before it escaped. When he finally climbed up the bank he

was wet, muddy, and triumphantly holding his prized fish. Alas, the huge bass was

destined for the skillet and not the taxidermist so only the memory remains!

The point I want to make is that ponds can be a major source of pleasure. They

can provide fun filled memories if you are a sportsman or if you just enjoy swimming or

relaxing on the bank. But like most things, fish ponds require proper management if you

want to realize their full potential.

I have had several folks recently ask about fertilizing their ponds. Fertilizing a

pond gives the water a slight green color that helps to shade out rooted aquatic weeds.

This must be started, however, in early spring. Fertilizing a pond for the first time now

will also fertilize aquatic weeds making the problem worse. If you have been on a

fertilization program and the water still remains clear, then a couple of things could be

happening. You may have excessive water flow or your pond may need liming. You can

bring a sample of the pond water to the Extension office and I will be happy to test it to

determine if lime is needed.

It is important to remember that fertilizing a pond will increase the total pounds of

fish the pond can produce. It will not make the individual fish in the pond any bigger.

The size of fish in a pond is often determined by fishing pressure and the relative

numbers of bass and bream in the pond.

I have also gotten questions from folks who have seen bubbles rising from the

pond water. This is an ordinary process in a fish pond. Carbon dioxide, methane, and

other gasses are produced in a pond as organic matter breaks down. Grass clippings,

fallen leaves, and dying weeds all can produce gas bubbles as they break down.

August is a time to be on the lookout for oxygen depletion problems. Liberal use

of aquatic weed killers can lead to an oxygen shortage in the pond. A heavy thunderstorm

with high winds can also cause pond water to “turn over” leaving water from the bottom

of the pond with a relatively low oxygen content on the surface. In these situations there

will frequently be a dramatic change in the water color and you may detect a putrid odor.

Fish will be found near the surface early in the morning gasping for air. Providing

aeration to the pond can correct this problem.

For more information about managing your pond, contact the Extension office

and request a copy of our free bulletin, Management of Georgia Sportfishing Ponds.

Maybe your pond can produce lasting memories like the ones enjoyed by my grandfather

and I.

