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Fire Pits are Hot Stuff

Last night my wife and I enjoyed relaxing outside in our Adirondack chairs and

watching the moon rise over the mountains. The experience wouldn’t have been near as

pleasant if we didn’t have the benefit of a warm fire to ward off the winter chill. Outdoor

fire pits and garden fireplaces are more popular now than ever. Maybe you should

consider adding one to your property. It is an easy way to make your landscape more

enjoyable year-round.

There is something about a campfire that has drawn folks together since the days

of the caveman. I bet you remember toasting marshmallows or cooking hotdogs when

you were a kid in scouts. Well, with a fire pit of your own, you don’t have to wait until

you can go camping to repeat the experience. If you’re not the camping type, then a

simple fire pit is even better. You can have all the fun and fellowship a campfire brings

and then you can retreat inside to a comfortable bed instead of sleeping on the ground.

Fire pits can be included into virtually any outdoor seating or entertaining area

that is on ground level. The simplest design is to mark a circular area 3-4 feet in diameter

where you would like to locate the fire. Line this area with sand. Then buildup a stone

ring to encircle the fire pit. There are many options for this stone ring. You can make it as

simple or elaborate as you like. Many gardeners are finding the decorative fire pit rings

sold in garden catalogs are just what they are looking for. You can find these metal rings

starting at about $50. Many of them feature decorative cut outs of trees, bears, or other

“woodsy” themes. Some folks prefer a simple fire pit that is sunken into a patio but these

may not be unsuitable for families with very small children.

Maybe you prefer the look of an outside “room” instead of a casual fire pit.

Outdoor fireplaces and chimneys can be used to provide that feeling. The first time I saw

a garden chimney was on a TV gardening show that featured an upscale California

landscape. Since that time more and more folks have discovered the joys of including a

fireplace structure. They are not just for the rich and famous. I have seen some wonderful

outdoor fireplaces built into stacked stone retaining walls that surround patios.

Garden fire features of all types seem to be increasingly common in our area. For

those that find an outdoor fireplace and chimney too elaborate for their taste there are

many other options. You can find different styles of pre-fabricated outdoor fireplaces, fire

bowls, and pottery chiminea in the larger garden centers and catalogs.

Regardless of whether you purchase a metal outdoor fireplace or build a fire pit or

an elaborate garden chimney safety is an important issue. Keep any fire feature well away

from the structure of the house. Never place them on wooden decks. Radiant heat from

metal fireplaces can start a fire on wooden decks as well as dry grass or leaves. Also,

don’t burn paper in outdoor fire features. The burning ash and embers can travel long

distances and still be capable of starting a fire. I like to keep a water hose or at the very

least a 5 gallon bucket of water nearby while relaxing by our fire pit. Never leave a fire

unattended in an outside fire structure. Sudden wind gusts and an errant spark can cause

disaster. Also be sure that any outdoor fire is completely extinguished before heading

inside for the evening.

Don’t let cool weather run you inside and spoil your enjoyment of the outdoors.

Get started on a fire pit. They are the hottest trend in gardening these days!

