April 17, 2003

The UGA Extension Office phones are ringing.  Gardens and gardeners are moving into full swing.  Perhaps you have some of the same questions they do now.
What can I use to fertilize my grass?  The best way to determine this is to take a soil sample.  If you do not have a soil sample, I would use a fertilizer low in phosphorus for centipede lawns (12-4-8, 16-4-8, 18-0-18, 15-0-15 etc.) and a general analysis fertilizer for other lawns (10-10-10, 8-8-8 etc.).  The centipede fertilizer needs to have some iron in it.  Use a slow release fertilizer on St. Augustine lawns.  
Make sure that your fertilizer has an adequate supply of potassium in it.  For lawns, I like the potassium content of the fertilizer to be a least 75 % of the nitrogen content.  Read the fertilizer label to determine how much nitrogen and potassium it contains.

Apply one pound of actual nitrogen per 1,000 square feet. Here are some sample fertilizer rates.
Fertilizer



Rate per 1,000 Square Feet

18-0-18



five pounds

16-4-8, 15-0-15


six pounds
12-4-8




eight pounds

10-10-10



ten pounds

Although I usually recommend fertilizer in early April, now is certainly not too late.  Early May could actually be better considering all the cold, wet weather we have had.

What are these fat, fuzzy bees boring holes into my wood?  Carpenter bees look much like bumblebees. These large black and yellow fuzzy bees attack wood leaving one inch wide holes in it. They bore about an inch into the wood and then turn sideways and drill two to four inches down the length. They lay an egg at the end and seal the egg off into a small chamber. More eggs are laid, each in its own chamber. They can leave lots of holes in wood. They also like to swoop down on us. Though they rarely sting, gardeners fear these large bees. 

How can we control carpenter bees? Paint or seal untreated wood as soon as possible. They prefer to attack unprotected wood.  Spray liquid Sevin into holes. Look for holes on the bottom edge of decks, rails, fences etc.  Plug holes with wood putty.  Spray the adults with a “knock down” spray or swat them with a rolled up newspaper or tennis racket.

Try to live with a few of these fat, fuzzy carpenters.  They and their cousins are pollinators and a valuable part of our natural ecosystem.  Let them share the garden with you (if you can) as you all buzz around the yard this year.

My pine tree is oozing sap.  What should I do?  Pine trees will ooze sap from wounds, pine beetle attack or other factors.  Once the oozing starts, the injury is already done.  Try to prevent further injury and keep the tree watered if the soil is dry.  If the soil gets very dry, water the tree with three-quarter to one inch of water once a week.  Do not try to remove the sap or coat the wound with pruning paint.  These practices should help the tree to recover.  

Pine beetles may be attracted to bleeding trees.  We can protect trees with oozing sap by covering the bark of the tree with an insecticide.  We used to use Lindane but this chemical is no longer available to homeowners.  If you still have some, you can use it to protect your trees.  If you do not have Lindane, you can use Dursban (Chlorpyrifos).  Dursban is also no longer available as well.  Well, what can I still buy?  Permethrin would be my next choice, but I would not expect as good results as we could get from Lindane or Dursban.  

Read and follow all label directions.  Spray the trunks of the trees as high up as you can reach.  Certain types of pine beetles will attack higher parts of the tree, but we cannot reach these areas.  Just cover what you can reach without getting the chemical on you.  Be very careful when spraying above your head.  The insecticide can fall on you and you will not know it.

