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Randy Drinkard, Bartow County Extension Agent
Fall Lawn and Garden Tips

Here are some tips for having a beautiful, productive garden, lawn and landscape. 

Fruit and Nut Trees:

* Prevent disease by promptly disposing of all fallen fruit, leaves, and dead limbs.

* Fall weed control around fruit trees is crucial because weeds act as hosts to over-wintering insects. Apply mulch around fruit trees but do not place it right up against the tree trunk as this creates a path for insects and disease.

* Check grapevines for mummified berries - victims of black rot. Pick and dispose of them before they spread the disease. Do not put them in the compost pile. 

* Pull weeds from fruit and vegetable beds. This can make weeding easier next spring. 

* If rainfall is not sufficient, water fruit trees once a week with three-quarter to one inch of water, whenever the soil dries out.

Trees and Shrubs:

* Once temperatures cool off and fall rains begin, it is a great time to plant or transplant trees and shrubs. Planting in the late fall and winter gives plants time to develop a root system before they have to survive the hot, dry summer weather. 

* Shrubs should be planted one half their mature diameter plus one foot away from the house.  For instance, a plant that will be 6 feet wide at maturity should be planted 4 feet away from the house. 

* Organic soil amendments such as compost and finely ground pine bark may be useful to improve very sandy or clayey soils.  They should be evenly incorporated into the entire planting area or bed and not just added to the planting hole. Contact the Extension Office for a list of sources of inexpensive or free compost or mulch sources. 

* If there has been no significant rainfall for one week, water shrubs, trees, and vines.  This is especially important for new plantings.

* If you have disease-infected plants, prune out infected branches in the late fall and winter when the disease causing organism is inactive.  Rake up and dispose of infected leaves or stems from the ground around the plant.

* It is too late this year to prune roses because they would become subject to winter injury. However, the rose garden should be raked and cleaned to prevent black spot and other diseases. Add additional mulch if needed.

* Do not prune or fertilize spring flowering shrubs like azalea, camellia, and viburnum after September 1. Pruning after that date may interfere with next year’s flowers. 

* Watch for damaging insects on shrubs like euonymus, azalea, camellia, pyracantha, holly, gardenia, and pittosporum. Scale, spider mites, lacebug and spittle bugs can be active now.

Lawns:

* Don’t put that lawn mower away yet.  The growth of your lawn slows down; but as long as it grows, it should be mowed.

* An important practice for a healthy lawn is mowing at the right height. Remove no more than 1/3 of the grass leaf blade at any one mowing.

* Keep leaves raked off the lawn to prevent damage to the lawn by matted rain soaked leaves.

* Fall is the time to prevent certain weeds in the lawn like chickweed, annual bluegrass (Poa annua), henbit and cudweed. Apply pre-emergence herbicides around the first of  September and again 45 days later. This helps prevent the spring weed flush.

Flowers:

* Fall chrysanthemums add color and texture to the fall garden. They generally grow well in any soil capable of producing a good crop of vegetables or turf.  They grow in poorer soil if ample nutrients and organic matter are added.

* The best time to plant pansies is generally from October 15 to November 15.

* Move, divide, and plant irises and daylilies. Arrange for swaps with friends and neighbors.

* When planting bulbs, if you’re not sure which end is the top, plant it on its side.  The stem will always grow upright.

* As you clean out the flowerbeds, mark the spots where late starting perennials will come up next spring to avoid damaging them. 

* Renew mulch in flowerbeds for a fresh look. Mulch should be 2 to 4 inches deep.

Vegetables:

* Finish seeding these in early September - beets, carrot, mustard, turnip, kale and 

collards. Transplant cabbage, collards and kale in September. Before Oct. 1 seed lettuce. Before the middle of October seed radish and spinach. In late October, begin transplanting onions. 

* Remove from the garden any plants that have stopped producing or any dead plant material. Pests can over-winter in debris left in the garden. Till the soil occasionally to destroy weeds and expose pests to cold winter weather. Doing this may reduce next year’s pest population.

* Near the end of the growing season, pick off all tomato blossoms that won't have time to bear fruit, so plant nutrients go into existing tomatoes.

* Tomatoes need an average daily temperature of 65 degrees F or more for ripening.  If daytime temperatures fluctuate, there may be uneven or slower ripening of tomatoes and peppers.  If the temperatures are consistently below 65 degrees F, pick the fruits that have begun to change color and bring them inside to ripen.  

* Be sure your vegetables are adequately watered this time of year.  Many crops won’t mature correctly if stressed due to lack of water. 

* Mulch to control weeds and slow water loss.  

* Keep basil, parsley, mint, sage, balm, and borage producing by pinching out the seed pods. 

Miscellaneous:  

* Autumn is a good time for improving your garden soil. Add composted manure, compost, and leaves to increase the organic matter content. Before adding lime to your soil, have your soil tested to determine if your soil is acidic and needs lime. 

If you have questions about gardening, lawn care or landscaping, contact the Bartow County Extension Service office at 770-387-5142 or uge1015@uga.
