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Fall Garden Series – Don’t Be Late for Class

Homeowners frequently ask me, “When are you going to have a class on that?”

Well, working in cooperation with the North Georgia College and State University

Continuing Education Department we have scheduled a number of classes this fall that I

think you will find helpful.

One of the most common questions that I get is, “How do I keep deer out of my

garden?” We have asked Mr. Frank Bailey, owner of Mountain View Nursery and the

local Dean of deerproofing to teach “Deer Damage Control on October 5th. This is

always a popular class because Frank covers deer resistant plants as well as techniques

gardeners can use to reduce deer damage to their landscapes.

On October 12th Robert Brewer will teach, “Introduction to Beekeeping.” If you

have ever thought of taking up this delightful hobby you won’t want to miss Robert’s

class. Robert is a veteran beekeeper, the host of the Young Harris Beekeeping Institute

and an Internationally Certified Honey Judge! Robert is a knowledgeable and

entertaining speaker.

Do you want to use more native plants in your landscape? If so, then you will

want to catch “Landscaping with Native Plants” on October 19th. Frank Bailey will cover

some wonderful plants and tips for natural landscaping.

Would you like to attract more wildlife to your yard? If so, then you can’t miss

Rosalie Jensen and Michael Saunders’ November 2nd class, “Creating a Backyard

Habitat.” Both of these lifelong professional educators are Certified Master Gardeners

and Certified Habitat Stewards. They will share some of the successful methods they use

to enhance wildlife viewing in the garden.

Are trees on your property dying? Are you concerned about blights, diseases, and

insects that may affect our local forest? Well, then you will want to attend, “What’s

Killing My Favorite Tree?” on November 9th. This class will be taught by Frank Bailey

and yours truly. I will put on my arborist’s cap and we will discuss common problems

and answer your tree related questions. Frank will discuss some excellent alternatives for

trees that are commonly plagued by problems.

We don’t recommend fall pruning but everyone wants to know how to correctly

prune the plants in their landscape. We will finish the Fall Garden Series with “Pruning

Basics” on November 30th. I will cover the selection and use of pruning tools and the

proper methods to use. I also will discuss the correct time to prune some of our favorite

landscape plants. Expect a lot of handout material at this class.

It seems that these days everyone is busy and it is tough to find a good time to

hold a class. Everyone I know, however, stops to eat lunch in the middle of the day. For

that reason all of these classes are scheduled to be Lunch & Learn sessions. Classes will

begin at 11:30 a.m. and end at 1:00 p.m. That’s right, you just register for the class and

arrive to find lunch is waiting for you. Enjoy your meal while you listen to the speakers!

All of the Lunch & Learn classes will have a $15 registration fee which includes

your lunch. To register, contact the Continuing Education Department at NGCSU. You

can reach them at 706-864-1918. Take advantage of these opportunities to turn your

lunch hour into one of the most productive hours of the day!

