Week of November 3, 1996


FALL GARDEN PROBLEMS


Willie O. Chance III


Houston County Extension Agent

Fall has begun in earnest.  Cooler temperatures and shorter days are causing the trees to slow growth and prepare for fall.  When trees remove the green chlorophyll from their leaves, the other colors show through.  This is where the red, yellow, orange, and purple colors come from.  They show up as leaves are prepared to be shed.

As leaves fall, garden problems have been cropping up.  In fact, certain problems have been occurring in many lawns and gardeners have called me about them.  Perhaps you have some of the same fall problems.

Moles appear to be more prevalent now - or we are just noticing them more.  They burrow through lawns and beds, leaving tunnels.  Moles eat mole crickets, earthworms and grubs.  They do not eat roots.  So if something is chewing on plant roots, you have another problem like voles or insects.

Baits don’t work well for moles.  The best way to get rid of them is trapping.  Step on their runs in several places, marking the spots.  Go back to these spots and see which runs the moles re-open.  Do this several times to determine which are the runs the moles use.  Place the traps in these runs.  There can be many moles in one area, so you may have to use the traps over and over.

You can try to get the moles to leave by killing their food.  Wet the lawn well to bring insects to the surface.  Wait 24 hours and spray the lawn or use a granular insecticide to kill lawn insects.  The moles may move when they cannot find food.

Personally, I do not think this works very well.  For one thing it is hard to get insecticide through the turf into the soil.  Also, some insects are deep in the soil and hard to reach - especially grubs.  Finally, earthworms, (a food for moles), are not killed well by most insecticides.  Trapping is the best mole control

For more information on mole control, come by our office for a copy of our mole control brochure.

Mole crickets are another fall problem.  Unfortunately they are very difficult to control now.  Mole crickets are up to 2 inches long, tan-colored, stout insects with strong front legs.  They dig under turf eating off plant roots.  Attacked grass dies and is easily pulled up due to lack of roots.  The soil may be dug up.

One way to see if you have mole crickets is to drench the soil with a soap solution.  Mix 1 ounce of lemon dishwashing detergent in one gallon of water and pour over a square yard of affected turf.  This works best on a lawn that was watered the day before.  Mole crickets and other insects will be driven to the surface.

The best time to control mole crickets is June and July.  The crickets are small then and easier to kill.  Even the best methods now will often not control them very well.  However, if you want to try to control them now- consider using a bait.

Baits are insecticides that are mixed with grain and an attractant.  The mole crickets smell the bait, eat it and die.  To use baits, water the lawn well and wait 24 hours.  Apply freshly opened baits just before nightfall.  Read and follow all label directions.  Even this method may not kill them all.  Mole crickets are very hard to kill now.

There are several problems on trees and shrubs now.  If the plant is deciduous (loses its leaves in the winter) then try to ignore the problem since the leaves will be gone soon.

Aphid and whitefly problems can be treated with Orthene, insecticidal soap or other chemicals.  Insecticidal soap is safer for people but will probably kill fewer of the insects and will often require more sprays.  Various beetles have been chewing on plants.  Sevin may reduce their numbers.  For caterpillars, try chemicals containing B.t. (Dipel, Thuricide, etc.), Malathion or Sevin.  If you need help identifying a problem, call or come by the office.

Finally, if you can live with the problem - try to do so.  A few pests will not usually harm a plant.  Other insects may eat the harmful bugs you have and save you the trouble of killing them.  Remember, only about three percent of insects are plant pests. 

Contact us at 542-2020 in Warner Robins or 987-2028 in Perry for more information on these or other garden problems.

