Week of July 23, 2000


Evicting Those Wild House Guests


Willie Chance

Wildlife is beautiful.  The squirrels run and chatter and the birds flit from branch to branch.  Even the bats soaring at night silently cleaning the skies of insects are a source of wonder.  This delight disappears though when these creatures move inside our houses.  We do not appreciate their beauty when they chew up our linens, steal our food, make a mess of our attics and make themselves at home in our habitat.  Wildlife makes poor house guests.

How do we deal with wild house guests?  The answer is a simple one to give but difficult to perform.  The solution is two-fold.  First, we must run the pest out of the house.  Then we must locate and seal all entry points.  Both must be done to correct the problem.  Another alternative is to kill the pest, but if the things that attracted them in the first place are not put out of reach (a place to live and food to eat) then you can expect the problem to return. 

Ways of getting wildlife out of your house vary with the creature.  Bats fly out soon after nightfall to feed.  Seal up entry points soon after they leave since they return after feeding.  Block holes with mesh no larger than 1/4 inch.  Fall and winter are good times to exclude bats.

Squirrels and birds are usually best excluded in the day time.  They can be run out by entering the attic.  Then seal all entry points. 

Remember, snakes only stay where they can find food and shelter.  There are no snake repellents or poisons.  Remove the food (rats, mice, moles, etc. usually for large snakes and insects, worms, fish and crayfish for some smaller snakes) and their source of shelter (piles of brush, lumber, trash or other stored products).

Rats must be caught and/or killed and excluded at the same time.  Remove the rat’s food source (pet food, waste food, stored food) and clean up trash and brush piles and piles of lumber, etc. to remove their cover and destroy their homes.  Put all stored food out of their reach.  Store food off the floor and periodically clean food storage areas.  When building them out, seal all holes larger than one quarter inch for mice and one half inch for rats.

Rats are harder to catch than mice.  Bait traps with peanut butter, cheese, bacon or other smelly baits.  Use whatever works best.  Place traps along the wall in sheltered spots with the trap perpendicular to the wall and the bait closest to the wall.  Use a trap sized for the quarry.

You may have to use bait and switch to kill rats.  Establish a feeding station where you feed the rat.  Place food and water together so the rats will eat well.  Begin to feed rats in this location until they are used to feeding there.  Then switch the rats from food to bait.  This way you are more sure they will eat enough bait to be killed.  Many baits need multiple feedings to kill the rats.  Keep the bait box full.

It may help to build a feeding box to keep other animals out of the bait, to protect the bait from weather and provide cover while the pests feed.  There should be a hole in each end of the box.  The holes should be 2 1/2" wide.  Label the box “poison” and keep out of reach of children, pets and beneficial animals.  A large pipe will even work as a bait station.  Place it parallel to the wall.  Use 2 to 3 inch pipe for mice and 3 1/2 to 6 inch pipe for rats.

Evicting unwanted house guests requires hard work and perseverance.  E-mail us at

wchance@uga.edu or call us for more details.  Our phone number is listed under Houston County

Government as the Cooperative Extension Service.

